2010 Field Report: Christian Building
Including: Daily Notes, Photographs, Plan Views and Discussion for future excavation 
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Submitted by Joe Bonni to Prof. Pierre Leriche and the MFSD Sunday May 23, 2010

Friday April 2, 2010
Crew: Joe Bonni, Atallah Mob Hassan
9:00 AM:  We are beginning a cleaning project of the Christian Building in preparation for expected Pilgrims on Easter Sunday
.  Trash and large banks of sand have accumulated in all the rooms since the last time a surface inspection was made.
  Our goal is to prepare the surface of Rooms 4 (The Assembly Hall), 5 and 6 (The Baptistery) in a manner which will be appealing and understanding to pilgrims and tourists on Easter Sunday.

9:45 AM: Trash has been removed and Atallah and I are beginning to remove surface vegetation as well as the first few centimeters of accumulated sand and debris from rooms 4 and 6.  Atallah is working in room 4 and I am working in Room 6.

Atallah has uncovered most of the Dais at the East end of the Assembly Hall which surprised me because I was under the impression that Yale had removed it.  It also appears that Yale did not remove the entire plaster floor added to Room 4 during the Christian Renovation.
   There is still some original plaster around the Dais and along the east wall and at the eastern ends of both the north and south walls of Room 4 (See Photos 1 – 4 below).
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Photo 1 – Extant Dais fully exposed.  Floor plaster is visible along the front edge and to the left of the Dais.  Room 3 is behind the Dais. The wall immediately behind and adjoining the Dais on the left running N-S separates Rooms 3 and 4.
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Photo 2 – Extant Dais fully exposed – close up. At some point since the 1930s, it is possible a vertical (E-W) cut has been made, reducing the right hand (south) side of the Dais from its extant size during the Yale renovation – compare to Photo 3 below from Kraeling Plate VII 1 (1967) and also Plan View II below p. 9) .
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Photo 3 - Kraeling (1967) Plate VII 1 – View north from Room 4 showing podium/Dais and east wall (between rooms 3 and 4).  Shot by Yale.  Note that it appears that more of the Dais was intact in the 1930s than we have extant today (there appears to be no vertical cut as above).
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Photo 4 - Close up of extant floor plaster to left (north) of Dais.
***
Saturday April 3, 2010

Crew: Joe Bonni, Atallah Mob Hassan

10:30 AM: Spent first two hours sloping the accumulation of sand at the west end of Room 6 where water has been pooling in the past and risks damaging the west wall.  Atallah is doing the same at the west end of Room 4.  Also continuing to excavate the surfaces of these rooms in order to expose more clearly the corners of the rooms, where the floor meets the wall, etc.
I uncovered a bit of the original (possibly painted) plaster along the base of the southern wall in Room 6, near the doorway to room 5 (See Photo 5 below).  Prof. Leriche has asked me to cover the plaster to protect it from the elements.  We will likely reveal it again next year when we plan to excavate the baptistery to possibly, the bedrock.
Also, just as I was finishing the slope along the western wall in Room 4, I discovered a large rock protruding from the surface of the soil which I could not remove.  I began to excavate around it and discovered what appears to be a piece of the original southern wall of room 6, likely part of the doorway to Room 5 (western part of the doorway).  Most of the soil I have been sloping and removing appears to be left over from the restoration efforts in 2001 (the soil is the same chocolate brown color as the plaster used in the restoration and very humid and full of straw used in the making of the mud bricks for the restoration and this large piece of wall appears to lie both below and in this soil; determining when this piece of wall fell here is near impossible without further excavation.  Photos, sketches and measurements will be made tomorrow (See Plan View I and Photo 7 below).
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Photo 5 - Original Plaster at base of southern wall in Room 6 west of doorway to Room 5.
Atallah and I also removed surface vegetation and the first few centimeters of accumulated sand in Room 5, revealing the vases of the walls and the corners of the rooms more clearly as we have in Rooms 4 and 6.  Additionally, we have cleaned the western half of the Courtyard (Room 1) and the doorway between Rooms 5 and 1 in a similar fashion.
3:00 PM: After Atallah left for the day I took another look at the Dais and uncovered the rest of it [See Photos 1 - 4 above – photos were taken after the Dais was fully excavated].  Kraeling gives measurements of the Yale team finding a Dais 1.47 m N-S, 0.97 m E-W and 0.20 m tall at its highest point from the plastered floor (1967: 19) and this is nearly exactly what we have uncovered.  However, the Dais that is currently in situ is chipped and cracked in several places and its southern edge is considerably deteriorated compared to its state during Yale’s excavation (compare Photos 2 and 3 above).  I have several questions and a hypothesis about the difference between what the Yale team found and what we have extant in regards to the Dais which I will discuss later in the “Questions” section.
NB: I have kept a few ceramics and bricks collected during this clean-up project. However, all ceramics are coming from a context of mixed modern restoration debris and aeolian accumulations which has contained considerable modern trash as well and so all ceramics are entirely without context.  The Ceramic Context Numbers have been assigned as follows:
Room 4: 750

Room 6: 751

Easter Sunday April 4, 2010

Crew: Joe Bonni, Atallah Mob Hassan

Room 4 – The Dais
Attallah assisted me in taking levels, measurements and photos of the plaster at the base of the wall in Room 6, the portion of fallen wall in room 6 and the Dais in Room 4.  While taking photos of the Dais, Atallah pointed out that the NE corner of the Dais is laid into the east wall by several centimeters while the SE corner is flush with the east wall.  It appears that the northern half of the east wall was altered in some manner when the Dais was installed.  This is seen clearly in both Photo 6 below and can also be seen in the Yale photo of the Dais (Photo 3 above).
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Photo 6 - NE Corner of Dais set into wall between Rooms 3 & 4.
Room 6

Levels (altitudes) were taken for the highest point of the piece of fallen wall and lowest point of excavation (the section of the wall was not fully excavated and the bottom of it lies deeper than the lowest point of excavation).  The datum used for this season for all measurements in the Christian Building this season is the highest portion of the NE corner of the Dais in Room 4 (the corner set into the wall between Rooms 3 and 4, pictured above in Photo 6).
  Photos and a plan view of the fallen section of wall are below:
Plan View I: Fallen Piece or Original Wall in Room 6 (Baptistery)
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1) A mix of what appears to be rubble and mortar

2) A large stone which does not appear to touch Brick (3) to the east but appears to be mixed in with the rubble

3) Brick.  Not sure if mud/dry or fired.  Approximately 4cm thick and 37cm long

4) Plaster/Djouss

a. 22 cm. above datum

b. 2 cm. below datum
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Photo 7 - Portion of fallen wall in west end of Room 6
Attallah also finished very carefully removing vegetation which has grown on a portion of fallen wall on the western side of the doorway between Rooms 1 and 4.  The fallen debris remains in situ per Prof. Leriche.

12:25 PM: Prof. Leriche visited the site to look at the portion of fallen wall in Room 6.  He confirmed that it is a piece of the original wall but indicated that by excavating around it to determine its extent and to photograph, measure and sketch it we have lost context for it in regards to determining when it may have fallen.  However, I am not sure this is entirely true as I believe that all of the debris and soil in the west end of the baptistery is modern fill, the oldest of which could date to the Yale excavation in the early 1930s - the Yale team excavated this end of the room to well below the font/basin in order to extract it and possibly to the bedrock (Kraeling 1967: 25-6) and so the TPQ of anything found in this end of the room is 1933.
  If the context which Prof. Leriche fears has been lost was that which might allow us to determine when, since 1933, the portion of the wall fell, we very likely have still preserved any context that may provide clues to the date of collapse.  As Photo 7 above shows, and as has already been mentioned, the artifact in question was not fully excavated.  Whatever stratigraphic level it lies on top of and/or within is still preserved.  Additionally, though it may be difficult to tell from the photo, (the original, high-resolution image is in the possession of MSFD), the soil excavated was likely all from the same stratigraphic layer, that is, the aforementioned chocolate brown, humid soil with straw mixed in it, likely debris from the restoration project – suggesting that the fallen wall may be associated with that project.
  There is approximately still 55 – 60 cm of soil between the artifact and the estimated height of the Baptistery’s plaster floor (see Note 7 for a brief explanation on reconciling Yale’s altitudes with this season’s altitudes) – all of which may be a mélange of mixed soils and debris from the last 80 years.  Only a full and careful excavation of the artifact, ideally pedestalled within a unit wall to clearly see its position in the stratigraphy will allow us to estimate when it came to its current resting place.  Regardless of this question of lost context, the portion of the wall shown above in Plan View I and Photo 7 has been left in situ after first being covered in plastic and rubble so that any future excavation will be able to find and determine the limits of this year’s excavation without any difficulty.
Friday April 9, 2010

No field-work today.  Instead, I spent the majority of the day finishing Plan View II (below) of the Dais this afternoon and will shoot additional photos and take additional levels tomorrow.
***

Saturday April 10, 2010

Crew: Joe Bonni, Michael Vannesse
Spent the first 1 ½ hours this morning reading the Christian Building entries in Prel Reps V and VI.  Very little detail about the Dais but interesting observations and hypotheses by Hopkins which I don’t believe were included in Kraeling’s report, including Hopkins belief that after the building was converted “there was no longer any attempt to conceal the fact that it was the meeting place of Christians (1934: 247).”  Hopkins even offers a brief history of Christian persecutions in the third century suggesting that in the period that the Christian building was used (late 230s – early 250s CE) there may have been a lull in persecution for much of the period.  While Hopkins’ observations were made some 80 years ago and much has been added to the scholarship of Roman History and ancient Christianity since, it was surprising to read that my own hypothesis was proposed by one of the original excavators of Doura over 75 years ago – but apparently never pursued
Later in the morning Michael and I helped each other take levels at our respective sites.  I assisted Michael at the Ramp and he worked with me at the Christian Building after second-breakfast.  I took several levels from various points on the Dais, but also at the center of the wall between rooms 2 and 3, the wall between Room 3 and Building “B” adjoining the Christian Building to the east.  It has occurred to me after reviewing photos of the Dais as excvated by Yale and reading Kraeling’s Final Report on the Christian Building (1967) that the Dais might have been taller originally and, like all of the walls east of the Glacis in Block M8, may have been razed to its current height.  More on this hypothesis will be discussed in the “Discussion and Questions” section at the end of the Report.
Lastly I took an altitude reading of the top of the door sill between Room 6 (The Baptistery) and the Courtyard (Room 1).  Kraeling reports that this point was ~50 cm above Yale’s Datum.  However, Yale used the plastered floor of the courtyard as their datum, which they then demolished when they excavated under the courtyard to investigate previous structures which had occupied this space.  By comparing my measurement of the sill to Yale’s, I will be able to reconcile all of my altitude data with Yale’s. (Results are below in Plan View II).
Plan View II: Dais in Room 4 (Assembly Hall)
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Photo 8 - Photo manipulated in Photoshop to conform to Plan View Scale (above) and increase contrast.  Original Image on file with MFSD.  Levels/Altitudes and descriptions below.
Plan View II: Dais in Room 4 (Assembly Hall): Details
Levels/Altitudes 

Datum is marked with a cross and designated as point “A” on Plan View II and Photo 8.  This season’s datum, located on the NE corner of the Dais, is 64 cm above the height of Yale’s datum (“+/-” indicates above/below datum).

A = 0 (Datum & highest point of Dais)
B = -0.03 m (Lowest part of Dais’ plateau - see (1) below for more details)
C = -0.18 m (NW corner of damaged but extant Dais)
D = -0.11 m (area immediately next to – to the south of – a vertical crack in the Dais – see (5) below for more details.  This crack does not appear in Yale’s photos (see Photo 3 above))
E = -0.25 m (Exposed original plaster floor from Christian Occupation – see (4) below)
The following Levels/Altitudes are not shown on the map but were taken in order to compare Yale’s datum and measurements to our own as well as aid in a developing hypothesis about the Dais itself (see “Discussion and Questions” for details):
F = -0.20 m (Top of extant wall between rooms 2 and 3)
G = -0.37 m (Top of extant wall between Christian Building and Building B on Block M8)
H = -0.14 m (Top of extant doorsill between rooms 6 (Baptistery) and 1 (Courtyard).
Description

1)  Plateau of Dais.  Approximately 20 – 25 cm. above plastered floor in Room 4 (altitude “E” and area 4).  Plateau slopes downward from East to west.  The East Wall of Room 4 is directly behind the Dais separated only by a light gap (Area 6) and said wall is razed to the same height as the Dais.  See Photo 8 for a comparison of the extant plateau in the 1930s – it was far more intact.
2) Damaged, chipped, cracked portions of Dais.  Slope lines indicate approximate slop of damaged area towards the original plastered floor (Area 4).

2b. is a possible stone or cracked piece of Dais in situ.  Further examination of it and the cracked plateau may shed some light on the construction methods and materials used to manufacture the Dais.  

3) The southern extent of the Dais is difficult to determine precisely due to damage described above.  The dotted line in the Plan View indicates the approximate extent of the Dais to the south  as described by Yale (Kraeling 1967: 19) but this hatched area in the Plan View indicates a mix of possibly plaster and whatever material were used in the fabrication of the Dais as well as accumulated soil.  Kraeling indicates Yale measured the Dais as 1.47 m North to South and indeed the extent of area 3 suggests a now damaged Dais, in situ approximately 1.5 m wide.
4) Plaster floor still in situ. Plaster continues northward beyond Plan View/Photo for 80 cm.

5) A nearly straight crack (cut?) in the Dais running from the junction with the eastern wall behind the Dais to the point marked “5” on the Plan View. 

6) A 1-2 mm wide gap between Dais and eastern wall which appears to have been filled with plaster.

7) Northeast corner of the Dais is set into this part of the eastern wall of Room 4 about 10 cm.  Wall was likely modified when Dais was put in place (See Photo 6 above for detail).

***

Saturday April 17, 2010

Crew: Joe Bonni

Spent the morning covering all of the original wall plaster exposed in Room 6 (Baptistery) as well as covering the floor plaster around the Dais in Room 4 in order to preserve these original elements of the Christian Building for future research.  There is still almost 50 cm of exposed mud brick and original wall plaster on the south and west walls of Room 4 which will be covered next weekend.  Pierre has agreed to provide a worker for the day since creating properly sloped banks of soil to both preserve the plaster and brick and also direct water away from the walls and avoid pooling will take a considerable amount of labor.
***

Saturday April 24, 2010

Crew: Joe Bonni, Ammache Abboud Geissoune

We spent the day covering the exposed original wall plaster and mud brick at the base of the south and west walls of Room 4.  All plaster exposed during this season’s cleaning project has been recovered and is no longer threatened by the elements.  Closing photos are below:
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Photo 9- Closing Photo of Room 4 (Assembly Hall) looking west.
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Photo 10 - Closing Photo of Room 6 (Baptistery) looking west.
Discussion and Proposals for next season (and beyond)

The earlier discussion regarding the context of the fallen portion of wall in the Baptistery (p. 7) as well as the unexpected revealing of the Dais in the Assembly Hall (Room 4) and its damaged state as compared to its appearance in Yale’s photos and descriptions makes evident that that there is still much to be learned from the remaining architecture and artifactual evidence at the Christian Building.  While a detailed proposal for excavating the Baptistery thoroughly next season will be forthcoming to the MFSD, I offer below a brief discussion of two particular research topics I believe are worth pursuing.
The Baptistery (Room 6)

As discussed with Dr. Leriche during the 2010 field season, further excavation of the baptistery should be conducted because further excavation can provide an opportunity to confirm or complicate Kraeling’s dating of the construction and renovations of the Christian Building. While Kraeling dates the original construction of the building to approximately 232 CE and the conversion of the private residence to a Christian church around 240 (1967: 38-9), his dating is not definitive.  While his use of available data is admirable, the data itself is questionable.  A coin found in the renovated and raised plaster floor of 4 offers a TPQ of 222 for the new floor.  An inscription found in a layer of wall plaster in Room 4, offers a Seleucid date of 554 (232-233 CE).  Kraeling states that this inscription was made in wet plaster which he associated with the construction of the building. He also offers evidence to suggest that all the renovations (Courtyard (Room 1), Baptistery (Room 6), Assembly Hall (Room 4) and benches built on the outside of the building along the northern wall) were made at approximately the same time (1967: 34) and dates the addition of the benches outside to approximately 240 due to the height of the base of the benches which suggest that the benches were installed at a “approximately half-way between  in the growth of the deposit of rubbish and sand in Wall Street above the level obtaining when the Private House was [originally] erected (1967: 38).”  That is, Kraeling suggests, based on data from other structures along Wall St. (particularly the Synagogue (1967: 38), that there is an increase in the level of Wall St. of approximately 1.3 meters between 232 and the fall of the city, and plastering done for the benches and a “flange” at the NW corner of the building suggest these renovations took place approximately in the early 240s.
While a formidable effort, the only date that holds definitively is that the renovations to room 4 were made no earlier than 222.  His association of the wet plaster to the original construction of the building assumes said plaster was associated with the construction of the windows in 4b and that the windows too were an original element of the building’s construction.  As Kraeling was not part of the excavation and worked from notes, there is a chance of error in his assumptions. Additionally, his dating of renovations assumes the exterior benches were indeed a part of a single renovation effort and that the rate of accumulation of debris on Wall St. near the Christian Building was constant over time and similar continuously all along Wall St.  Lastly, there is reason to believe that further evidence still remains to be excavated.  As mentioned in the Final reports, the Yale Team only excavated Room 1 beyond the floor of the Christian occupation.  The rest of the building remains unexcavated below the floor level of the Christian renovations.  Evidence from this year’s cleaning and surface inspection of the site shows that original plaster remains at the base of walls in both rooms 4 and 6, and on the floor of room 4 – this suggests that these rooms may not have been thoroughly and completely excavated.  A full excavation of the baptistery may reveal more information on both the Christian renovation of the space as well as the previous occupations.
Through detailed, precise, excavation including the screening of all soils removed, we need will be able to gather as much artifactual data as possible on multiple uses/occupations of building and ideally construct a more detailed chronology of the buildings construction. A proposal for excavating the baptistery will be submitted to the MFSD in the interim between this season and next.  Additionally, all field notes on the Yale excavation of the Christian building (available at the archives at Yale) will need to be consulted before excavation.
The Dais (Room 4)
After exposing the Dais at the east end of Room 4 during this year’s field season a seemingly obvious, yet unexplored question, plagued me:  Could the Dais have been taller – and perhaps, rather than a Dais, could this structure have been an altar?  As noted in Photo 6 and Plan View II, the Dais was sunk into the east wall of Room 4 at least partially.  Given it’s close association with the wall behind it, and knowing that the walls of the eastern portion of the building and many of the building of the entire block were razed to the ground by Roman soldiers to create a staging area in front of the glacis, I found myself forced to ask, why is it that the Dais is not also assumed to have been razed to its current height by the Romans? 
An examination of Photo 3 shows the Dais in situ during the Yale excavation.  It appears to be approximately the same height as the wall behind it (separating rooms 3 and 4) just as it is today.  As Hopkins points out in Preliminary Report VI, all the houses east of the glacis in Block M8 (where the Church resides) were razed to make way of a place d’armes.  This act of destruction also included the eastern half of the Christian Building.  As has been famously pointed out, the Glacis only covered the western portion of the building (luckily preserving the baptistery) but not the eastern half of the building or the next houses to the East – these structures have remaining foundations and walls standing as little as 10 cm high, whereas further east on the block, as one approaches Street A, walls above foundations reached as high as a meter according to Hopkins (1936: 172-3).

Curiously while both Kraeling and Hopkins discuss the destruction of the eastern walls of the Christian Building as part of the Roman project to defend against the siege, even though the Dais, is no taller than the razed walls, and according to notes, photographic evidence and recent excavation, apparently in no better or worse state of preservation than the wall it is joined to, the Dais is assumed to have always been some 20 cm tall (height above the plastered floor of Room 4) while the wall is assumed to have been razed to this very same height.  Nowhere in Kraeling’s Final Report or in Hopkin’s (Rostovtzeff 1934; Hopkins et al. 1936) or Pillet’s discussion (Baur et al. 1933: 11) of the Christian Building in Preliminary Reports 4, 5 and 6, is there ever a suggestion that the wall behind the Dais was observed to be taller than the Dais during excavations, and Photo 3 shows just the opposite, that the wall behind the Dais and the Dais itself were observed by the Yale expedition to have been the same height.
While hardly conclusive, this collection of circumstantial evidence leads me to believe that the Dais may very well have been taller and cut to its current height at the same time the walls of the eastern portion of the building were destroyed by the Romans when building the place d’armes in in preparation for the siege.  Such a new interpretation, if it could be proven, would play no small role in rethinking early Christian practice at Europos Doura.
However, before such an interpretation could be substantiated, a detailed review of all archival materials at Yale, including a through rereading of the Preliminary reports associated with the Christian Building, field reports, photographs, unpublished plans, artifacts etc., will be necessary.  Additionally, a comparison of the fabrication materials and methods used to construct the Dais, to other altars in Rituals Spaces in Doura, would prove extremely useful and I would hope to call to be able to access the work of Mathilde Bossard Couronne, who, I have been informed, is conducting an architectural comparison of all known temples at Doura.
Sources cited:
Baur, P.V.C., M.I. Rostovtzeff and A.R. Bellinger, Eds. 1933. The Excavations at Doura Europos Conducted by Yale University and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Letters. Preliminary Report of Fourth Season of Work. October 1930 – March 1931. New Haven, Yale University Press
Rostovtzeff, M.I. Ed. 1934. The Excavations at Doura Europos Conducted by Yale University and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Letters. Preliminary Report of Fifth Season of Work. October 1931 – March 1932. New Haven, Yale University Press
Rostovtzeff, M.I., A.R. Bellinger, C. Hopkins and C.B. Welles, Eds. 1936. The Excavations at Doura Europos Conducted by Yale University and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Letters. Preliminary Report of Sixth Season of Work. October 1932 – March 1933. New Haven, Yale University Press

Kraeling, C.H.  1967. The Excavations at Doura Europos Conducted by Yale University and the French Academy of Inscriptions and Letters. Final Report 8, Part 2, The Christian Buulding. New Haven, Yale University Press
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Figure 1 - Isometric of Christian Building showing walls preserved by Glacis on western half of building and walls razed for place d’armes on eastern side.  From Final Report 8 pt.II Plan III
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Figure 211 - Block M8 Plan view showing Christian Building and area razed for place d'armes after construction of Glacis.  
From Final Report 8 pt. II plan II.
� NB: April 24, 2010:  Although there were no visitors this Easter Sunday (and I have been told in the past that there have�� been Pilgrims to the site on Easter as early as sunrise in the past) there were almost a dozen groups of visitors on Good Friday (April 2, 2010) and on Saturday April 3.


� According to both the Ceramic Context log and the “Bilans de la Campagne” the last time any work was done at the Chrisitan Building was 2001.


� See Kraeling (1967: 14-20) for details of the changes made to Room 4 including raising the height of the original floor and then plastering it.  My assumption had been that since Yale had discovered the original layout of rooms 4a and 4b they had removed the entire floor from the Christian period.


� See Plan View II (p. 9) for exact location of datum.





� Kraeling notes in detail the process of installing the baptismal font/basin and indicates the Yale team found evidence that during the Christian renovation and sinking of the basin it was necessary to excavate the west end of Room 6 “to bed rock level (1967: 25).”  However this contradicts a claim later made by Kraeling that “excavation under the level of the Private House was limited to the courtyard (1967: 32).”  While the latter statement is likely meant to indicate that the only intentional effort on Yale’s part to investigate earlier structures under the Christian Building was limited to the Courtyard (Room 1) and the excavation “to bed rock level” in the baptistery was likely a sounding resulting from the efforts to remove the basin in order to send it to Yale, a thorough reading of the Preliminary Reports V and VI where Hopkins provides some detail of the excavation efforts, as well as locating any remaining field notes in the Yale Archives pertaining to the excavation of the Christian Building must be consulted before passing final judgment.  Additionally, what the Yale team considered “bed rock” on the plateau needs to be carefully reconsidered.  Kraeling claims the bedrock lies approximately 2 meters below the Christian Building’s floor (1967: 5), however as pointed out in an article in, I believe Etudes 5 [The library here at the University of Chicago does not have the full collection of Etudes] regarding the stratigraphy of the plateau, what Yale may have actually encountered was a level of limestone sitting several meters above the actual bedrock.


� I have searched to no avail in all the Etudes, as well as the entire library at the MFSD Maisson de la Fouille for an article which has been written on the restoration project.  There are brief mentions of restoration work in several “Bilans” but none provide any detailed information regarding what extant portions of walls may have been preserved nor what portions could not be preserved nor what was the fate of any original architectural elements which could not be preserved.


� Kraeling indicates that the top of the still extant doorsill between The Baptistery (Room 6) and The Courtyard (Room 1) was “ca. 0.50 m above datum (1967: 23).”  As indicated above, point H, the top of said doorsill taken this season is 0.14 m below this season’s datum.  As a result we can infer that our datum is 64 cm. above Yale’s datum and can reconcile easily our altitude measurements with Yale’s.


� See Figures 1 and 2 below for illustration of described preservation and a map of the block under discussion.





2010 Field Report: Christian Building
Joe Bonni
15 | Page

