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Preface

Modern research in Sanskrit requires the ability to read
manuscripts in Grantha characters, especially where text editing
is concerned. Primers or guides to the Grantha script are not
available in many libraries. Those texts which had formerly
been available are either out of print or not readily available
for sale. I have been approached by many scholars, both Indian
and Western, to read manuscripts in Grantha script or transcribe
them into Devanfigari characters. The following is a small at-
tempt to acquaint those scholars required to read Grantha manu-
scripts or inscriptional material with this script.

Grantha has a very early origin. Its association with the
Dravidian scripts, particularly with Tamil, is well known. More
details on this topic may be found in books on Indian paleogra-
phy by A. C. Burnell, G. Biihler, and others.

The written form of a script varies from individual to
individual and it is not possible to give all such variations.
The idiosyncrasies of a hand must be ascertained from each
manuscript. But a scholar who is acquainted with the language
and the standard printed form of the characters will find it
easy to identify all the variations. Hence I have taken into
account only the printed form of the characters.

I hope this will suffice as an introduction to the scholar.
Suggestions for correction or improvement will be gratefully
received.

K. Venugopalam
Deccan College
Pune 411 006
India

July, 1983
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The Grantha Characters

Vowels

oo aF HFJ|lw I 2-f(L &H ev o ) 6.

GooT g & B 2w | T A omy|aw ot Gyor
Lt 3 o |y B &B|e T aa m = o

1 3 M | F % 83|a ¥ oas|h P

Consonants
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» W ok s ot T od| & oL|n ek

1. This long vowel never, to my knowledge, occurs in litera-
ture. Yet it is given for the sake of symmetry in all primers.
I have omitted it from the charts of consonant vowel combina-
tions. The short vocalic 1 is replaced by the consonant @g in
many mss. This should be apparent, after practice, with
knowledge of Sanskrit.

2. This retroflex bears possible influence from Tamil. It is
frequently replaced by @ (&»)except in Tantric works where it
is a separate EHZHiﬁﬁT‘ ‘

3. € denotes a consonant without an added vowel. It is equiva-
lent to the vira@ma in Devanigarl.



Vowels in combination with consonants have the following
forms:
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Combinations of all consonants with all vowels:
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The conjunct consonants, as a rule, are written one above
the other. The upper one is the pure consonant and the lower
one is pronounced with the required vowel. The vowel sign is
written after the conjunct or over the upper one according to
the sign. Examples are:
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Some consonants change shape in conjuncts giving the con-

juncts a special combined form. Following are all such forms:
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The consonant rU'(*’fT) is represented in two ways. When
following a consonant it is written as |

but when it precedes a consonant it takes§ the form _% written
after the consonant or conjunct.

under the consonant;
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Ko dalki
Kvamki%
Knip&ti

tv&Aa%
Nt
CL\,'V\(lY 0.8:

mon tva{\

Eamb+t
BOT
onkoh

®

Conta
anLL@
Ekanfawhg
F)M«a&,})buv\

wed huvawm
ovolhawm

FTle
ShroTTTa

i
r

Hed 5
Tl

T
-t

FHedT

Sk

&7 78]
@ﬂ_oﬁ;
ég}ﬁqula

oLl u__j.lﬂ:zl%

1
201 22§

a1l !

1. In many cases (both in print and mss.) a (ﬁ)(AK,&I) is

replaced by %y (AAL1Q§).
LT - 2,3\1-161&

Other examples are:

; OTegrg @ — & Bynude



The _consonant U (3 ,!I)is represented in conjuncts by the

symbol

conjunct contains an initial r7(h,3), ¢7r(_L) takes the last

place.

only when it is the final member.

But when the
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The final & (t, A)is written as &9 and the
final & (n,el) as M. Normally this will be at the end of
the sentence but in print and mss. it is found in the middle of

sentences as well as in combinations. This can be easily
recognized. Examples are:

ki pye stare | 2 Senfle

Aoomvolsaye QiarHQ Mo nidy NANT

vJ:PoIA.AAo. , 2 BRalng)

AL0C Oane 3@#?3?{ & oain 2w

brim ornin | SR g | By ™ &0
m’maﬁmdkji- mzﬁm N Yol R Genn wnud

The final 9@ is written as % and the medial anusvara as

a o. Anusvdra occasionally replaces the nasals except oF.

moquX\.a/?f: n—{\%‘: 80()7_12 o % %g

K“"f‘,te‘“’gf | VT &G%‘T', o o0

AWM S‘i.zsg '. U'n"m«u: o %"7;
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In conjuncts with more than two consonants, when any two
have a combined form, it is always written as such.

e e S - S
kb E ah v pakfva. TT } i %aJﬁ
d
| ; i
ndv &a- oAb Cwnd*aw {TEZ; AQJﬁija
1 ndw T ah m anmndvm% T . 31 Q;,:
. e a2
by o ON La t&vivikcmt). \:ﬂ—%—fﬁ . & ,_f} &b
‘ndj Eyy WS n LH““AyOJ% FET ®Jf5r53
| '“ty | w | bhainbya e 89} 1 06N
Important

Care should be taken to distinguish the following pairs,
particularly while reading manuscripts:

2 (u,7)

o (pT)
oL__i Cp)t;)
0 (ph,Th)
Wt (y, )
61 (u,é{)
2 (u, 3)
2. (4, %)

o (w“uhbﬁha)

2. (L, %)

oond %T' (‘i)a)

omcd (1),63)

omd 21 (ﬁI,

)

omd 20 (ck, <F)

Owad

6o (K&, W)

od 6% (&, 3W)
amd €2 (6,23
amd O (th,3)
ond 2 (1, 3)



Aids for Reading

Words without conjuncts:

il

ab&uywm
it
LYo
teidy
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Wer&n
& @
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Words with conjuncts:

owcitoh
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Passages for Reading Practice
From the Bhagavadgita:
1.1-5
WIL O Fog OFy &0 T U MGy 06 ov T aal Ba U DU B o
TNZ M AT g euT OOYT o HeEv LB owom ua
Q_'_J ‘)__’_(rr_g,-‘v mnwmnj&ao o) ® e Qr'ué\u_.m@'_g)awzrfrl
@m«%%?mqug‘ﬁab Fom @ 265 endy oS &R N
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4.33-35
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15.1-2
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& W ayTa ?O.io ot\]-mq-)-_t;ngmb UT T Gl
Do enT alyaly DT aﬂﬂ_q.u_sm:.tjaun oL m |
WYy 3DQr by 5o onog & K
$3An 3um RS d) 3 vag) ol el
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Note

The avagraha (§) is indicated by Z in most of the printed
books. Generally in the handwritten mss. the avagraha is not
indicated. The reader knowing the language should be able to
identify the places where it occurs.









