
Supplementary Table: Focus Group Guide 

Broad question Follow-up prompts for 

Providers 

Follow-up prompts for 

Community Health Workers 

First, we would like to get started with 

you telling us about the nature of your 

current job. 

1. What is your primary 

role? 

2. Which services do you 

provide? How do you 

spend most of your time? 

3. What is your patient 

population like? a. How 

many are breast cancer 

patients? How many are 

Black? 

1. What is your patient 

population like? 

a. Do you work with breast 

cancer patients? How many 

are Black? 

Next, could you tell us about your past 

trainings and current practices in 

advance care planning with your 

patients. We know [Advance care 

planning] ACP can be defined in many 

ways, and here we are thinking about 

documenting advanced directives, 

specifically. But we are interested in 

hearing your thoughts about ACP 

generally, as well. 

1. Have you ever received 

training in advance care 

planning (when/where)? 

Tell us about it. 

2. What does ACP look 

like now currently for 

your patients? 

a. What goes well when 

you try to have these 

conversations with 

patients? 

b. What are the 

challenges? 

1. Have you ever received 

training in advance care 

planning (when/where)? Tell 

us about it. 

2. Are you involved in ACP 

now with your patients? 

How have you been 

involved in ACP with a care 

team at UChicago? 

a. If so, what goes well when 

you try to have these 

conversations with patients? 

b. What are the challenges? 

3. What challenges come up 

when working with 

racial/ethnic minority 

patients, particularly black 

women, and having ACP 

conversations? What goes 

well? 

3. What challenges come 

up when working with 

racial/ethnic minority 

patients, particularly 

black women, and having 

ACP conversations? What 

goes well? 

4. What is your decision 

process involving other 

team members to have 

ACP conversations? 

5. What is the workflow 

like? When do you pull 

people in? 

Finally, we would like to hear your 

thoughts about integrating community 

health workers into advance care 

1. Do you interface with 

CHWs? 

2. What do you think 

1. How do you see your role 

in increasing these 

discussions? 



planning discussions with cancer 

patients. 

about CHWs having a 

supportive role? 

3. Example: Would you 

want a CHW to take on 

introduction to ACP role 

to prepare patients to have 

a more productive 

conversation with you? 

2. Example: Would you 

want to take on an 

introduction to ACP 

education role to prepare 

patients to have a more 

productive conversation with 

their provider? 

3. What should this look 

like? When/where/how do 

you imagine this education 

would occur? 

4. How can we make this 

intervention culturally 

appropriate for black 

women? 

5. How would we need to 

design a training that is 

appropriate for your model 

of care? 

 


