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SCORE IN C 
 
Instrumentation 
Flute (double Piccolo) 
Clarinet in B♭ (double Clarinet in E♭) 
Oboe 
Bassoon 
 
Horn in F 
Trumpet in C (cup, straight, and harmon mutes) 
 
Percussion 
 Triangle  
 Bass Drum 
 Suspended Cymbal 
 Tam-tam 
 Anvil 

Ratchet 
Tom-toms 
Crotales (two octaves) 
Chimes 
Vibraphone 

Piano 
 
SATB Choir 
 
Violin 1 
Violin 2 
Viola 1 
Viola 2  
Violoncello 1 
Violoncello 2 
 
 
 
PERFORMANCE NOTES 

 

u Piccolo sounds one octave higher than written. 

u Crotales sound two octaves higher than written. 

u The piece is divided into eight parts; at the end of each part, an indication of whether the ensemble should move directly into 

the next part or pause before moving forward is noted. If “attacca” is indicated, move immediately into the next movement; please 

do not put your hands or instrument down, shuffle, etc. If “not attacca” is written, pause at the end of the movement before 

moving on. 

u unless otherwise indicated. 

u Tempo markings may occasionally appear in parentheses (ex. measures 308-309); the parenthetical tempo marking indicates 

the arrival point of an accelerando or rallentando marking, followed by a sudden shift to a new, marked tempo, usually at the 

downbeat of the following bar, different from the arrival point of the accelerando or rallentando. 

u Slur  markings  (ex. Vln 1 measure 26-27) are intended to be 

connected in one breath, under one bow, or with legato tonguing.  
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u Dotted slur markings    (ex. Vln 1 measures 43-44) indicate a marking of a 

larger phrase, and may have separate articulations underneath. You may separate your gestures as indicated and breathe as 

needed, but consider the overarching gesture of the phrase as indicated by the dotted slur marking.  

 

u Long fermata markings   and short fermata markings  are present in this score. The  indications should be held for 

more than twice the value of the note or rest over which the marking sits. Short fermatas should be held up to twice the value of 

the note or rest over which the marking sits. Adjustments may be made to allow for the specific decay of resonances in the 

performance space.  

 

u Choir 

w Vocal solos: x note heads  are spoken (see Part I – transition). The spoken text holds great dramatic and narrative 

potential. Dynamic indications are offered, but contour of pitch and nuance of gesture is left to the performer. Tell the 

story; be honest and as human as possible.    

w Slur markings (ex. measures 116-122) connect lines in one breath, or performed with staggered breathing.  Dotted slur 

markings (ex. measures 174-176) are indications of phrasing, usually over a rest; the intent is to continue the momentum of 

the phrase during the silence. 

w The soprano solo should be sung by the same person throughout, and should also take Treble Solo 1 in “Part I – 

Transition.”  

w Part III features an Alto solo; this can be sung by the soprano soloist if there are personnel restrictions. If it is sung by 

an Alto, this soloist should perform Treble Solo 2 in “Part I – Transition.” 

 

Individual Instruments: 

u Horn in F, Trumpet in C, Violoncello 1 and 2, Clarinet 

w In Threnody II (and other locations), you may see a dashed line that leads to a quarter sharp or flat above your staff. 

 

Gradually bend the pitch slightly up (or down) as indicated. The resulting pitch need not be a full quarter-tone sharp or 

flat, but will often compete with another player sustaining the original pitch to create a slight twinkle or buzz around the 

fundamental pitch. 

 

 

 

u Trumpet in C 

w Harmon, cup, and straight mutes will be used, indicated with boxed text (ex. measure 489) to insert 

mute and similar boxed text to remove the mute.  
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(spoken: dynamic markings are at the discretion of the performer to be heard in the performance space. 

Any pitch and dynamic contour are left to the discretion of the performer; your delivery should 

be as real and human as possible.)
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 iv 

w The notated dynamic marking should be the resulting volume level of the pitch; please alter your performance as 

needed to achieve this dynamic level. 

 

u Horn in F 

w Stopped pitches are indicated with boxed text AND a + marking above the stopped note:  (ex. measure 

429). Open horn will be indicated with boxed text .  

w The notated dynamic marking should be the resulting volume level of the pitch; please alter your performance as 

needed to achieve this dynamic level. 

 

u Piano 

w A + marking and either “F.P.” or “G.P.” above a note means you should pluck the strings on the inside of the piano 

with either the pads of your fingers   (ex. measure 8) or a guitar pick (or equivalent plastic implement, NO metal) 

 (ex. measure 6). The method of string plucking (F.P. or G.P.) lasts as long as the + above the note head does or 

until an alternate method is indicated. A return to playing on the keys of the piano will be indicated with “ord” (ex. 

measure 13). Volume indicated should be the resultant sound in relation to the ensemble. You may need to pluck strings 

louder than notated in order to be heard, particularly with F.P.  

w Plucked note values may be shorter than their corresponding pedal markings (ex. measure 12); allow strings to vibrate 

until the pedal is lifted. 

w The pedal markings will dampen the sound as needed, but if you see the  symbol, please dampen the strings with 

your fingers rather than lifting the pedal, silencing the fundamental pitch but leaving some residual overtone resonance. 

 

u Strings 

w All sul ponticello, sul tasto, and col legno battuto markings should be performed to an extreme; “molto sul ponticello,” “molto sul 

tasto,” etc. 

w Sul ponticello is abbreviated as “s.p.” and sul tasto is abbreviated as “s.t.” Col legno battuto may be abbreviated by “col legno 

batt” or “c.l. batt.” These techniques extend under a bracket and until you see “ord” (ex. Vcl 1 measures 220-222). 

When “s.p. ------ s.t.” occurs, the transition should be gradual in accordance with the dotted line. If there is no dotted line, 

the shift should be sudden. “Ord.” indicates a return to standard performance.  

w snap pizzicato markings  have three dynamic levels attached to them: mf, f, and ff. As you are able, please perform 

these in relation to one another, as loud, louder, loudest. The mf markings should be played as quietly as possible while still 

achieving the snap effect.  
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 v 

w All pizzicato gestures should resonate naturally unless the damp symbol  follows. If one occurs, please dampen the 

resonance at the point indicated in the measure. Note values are usually designated as eighth notes, but do NOT dampen 

the pizzicato on the following rest unless indicated by the appearance of . 

w Gestures where two iterations of the same pitch are tied together, with a crescendo and an accent: 

 (ex. Vln 2, measure 213) should maintain bow direction and increase speed 

at the accented short note, as if you’re throwing the last bit of the gesture away and off of your instrument. There should be 

no rearticulation or separating emphasis, but simply increase the bow speed in the last, tied over note value. 

w Harmonics are notated with a diamond note head indicating the fundamental pitch, and a small note head in 

parentheses above indicated the sounding pitch (ex. measures 10-11). Unless a string is designated, fingerings are left up to 

the performer.  

w For violas and violoncellos only: the seagull effect is found in Parts III and IV. It is a stopped harmonic starting in a 

very high position with an octave span between the fingers. Move down the length of the fingerboard without adjusting the 

shape of your hand or space between the fingers. Vary dynamics and speed of movement as notated in the score. This effect 

is used most iconically in George Crumb’s “Vox Balaenae for Three Masked Players.”  

 

u Percussion 

w Instrumentation 

 Triangle 

 Bass Drum 

 Suspended Cymbal 

 Tam-tam 

 Anvil 

 Ratchet 

 Tom-toms (3: High-Middle-Low)  

 Crotales (2 octaves) 

 Chimes  

 Vibraphone 

w To accommodate quick instrument changes, Anvil and Chimes need to be close to one another (Threnody I), Crotales 

and Vibraphone need to be close to one another (Part I), and the triangle should be close to the Crotales (Part IV) 

w L.V. unless dampen symbol  appears. If the symbol appears after multiple pitches are ringing, dampen all remaining, 

resonating pitches (ex. Crotales measure 51; dampen the first three pitches of the bar at the symbol). If only some of the 

resonating pitches should be stopped while others continue to sound, this will be indicated clearly (ex. Vibraphone measure 

575).  

w The  symbol may appear as an afterthought in some parts (ex. Crotales measure 139, Sus. Cymbal measure 319); 

depending on the performance space, if the sound is still resonating at this point, please dampen it. 
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w Chimes and Vibraphone pedal markings align with the  symbol at the end of phrases and gestures. When a note is 

resonating particularly strongly (ex. Chimes measure 186), you may need to physically dampen the tube or bar in addition 

to lifting the pedal to stop the resonance. If  does not appear with the pedal, do not physically dampen the tube or bar 

(ex. Chimes measure 207). If  appears above a rest while the pedal is down (ex. Chimes measure 197), dampen the tube 

or bar with your hand, but leave the pedal down. This will leave some residual overtone resonance, but dampen the 

fundamental pitch. 

w The anvil occasionally has a mf marking (ex. measure 375); this marking goes against the nature of the instrument, but 

please find a way to muffle the sound, either with less force, a softer mallet, or perhaps a towel over/under the Anvil, to 

help decrease the cut of the sound through the ensemble and space.  

w Chimes: because of dynamic range indications, both a soft and hard hammer are used in playing the chimes. If you can 

achieve a quieter, softer touch with the hard hammer, or if there is a way to dampen the sound in a manner similar to the 

Anvil, then you may adjust accordingly.  

w Some pedal holds for chimes and vibraphone are longer than a) the resonance of the instrument may be (ex. measure 

186), or b) you can hold the pedal down before having to move to another instrument (ex. measure 59). In these instances, 

hold down the pedal of the first instrument as long as possible before you need to move to the next.  

w For your convenience, quick changes will often use the same mallets between instruments. If no mallet change is 

indicated between instrument changes, use the same mallets between the two. If a mallet switch cannot be gracefully 

achieved, please choose a pair of mallets that are appropriate for both instruments being used (crotales and vibraphone in 

Part I, cymbals and tam-tam in Parts III and IV). 

w Ratchet: Dynamics are not indicated on Ratchet gestures (see Threnody II); instead the speed of playing is indicated 

with an “S” (Slow) or “F” (Fast). If a dotted line appears between the two letters, gradually speed up or slow down, as 

indicated.  

w  A slash on the Suspended Cymbal (or Tam-Tam) with triangle beater includes a specification of speed; S = slow, F = 

fast. A line between the two means a general transition between the speeds. A triangle beater (or equivalent metal) is 

always preferred, but with quick changes between instruments, the wooden end of a mallet or stick may be used.  

w The triangle should hang on a stand, as it needs to be played in quick succession before and after other instruments (ex. 

measure 595).  

w  Vibraphone: Dead stroke is indicated with a +  above the note head and a “D.S.” marking above (ex. measure 25). 

D.S. notations are cancelled out with “ord.” (ex. measure 26). 

w Bass Drum: Rim-----Center, or R----C (ex. measure 372) indicates a gradual movement from the edge of the head of 

the drum toward the center of the head. If no direction exists, location is left to your discretion. 
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I was a table � 
     heaped with food 
Delicious fruits to nurture you. � 
You gathered with family and friends, 
sat with me and ate and drank and talked and  
laughed. � 
We even sang and quarreled. Cried. � 
You got up and walked away, banging your  
chair against my legs 
and my load was lightened but I was untidy  
then. � 
And it was quiet. 
 
I was asleep when some other mother’s son  
came before dawn in a uniform. 
He rang the bell we had � 
and then he told me that your heart had  
stopped.       Vidit suum dulcem natum     the death of my daughter 

       Moriendo desolatum     stopped my world. 
Stopped suddenly      Dum emisit spiritum. 
 
(THRENODY I) 
 
and I wasn’t there to hold you, � 
to reassure you, to yell at you, to scream. � 
To say I love you, to hold you, to take your  
place. �          Stabat mater dolorosa 
To cry, to sing, to tell you I am sorry, to plead    Juxta crucem lacrymosa 
for your release. �       Dum pendebat Filius. 
To ask forgiveness, to see you smile, to make  
you lunch, to urge you back to life. 
To find out how it happened, to believe what I  
saw, to lament, to extol your virtues, To hold  
your future in my hands as if it had been mine  
to keep. To redo the past, �      Cujus animam gementem 
to warn you, to remind you, to pester you. To    Contristatam et dolentem 
offer to do your laundry. �      Pertransivit gladius. 
To ask for all my money back, to caress you  
while you were still warm, 
 
(THRENODY II) 

Eja Mater fons amoris, 
Me sentire vim doloris 
Fac, ut tecum lugeam 

To cover you, to hold you. 
To take you back into this body 
from which you came. 
 
To take your place, my son.      Quis non posset contristari    For the old to die and  
I would take your place.      Christi Matrem contemplari    be replaced by the young… 

Dolentum cum Filio?     The world has been turned  
around. 

Sancta Mater istud agas 
Crucifixi fige plagas 
Cordi meo valide. 

 
Oh, my beloved boy! My gift taken back! 
 
(THRENODY III) 
 
I’d meant to go into the mystery before you. � 
Now thought to go as well as you, to hold you  
one more time. 
 
I am a table covered with neatly piled papers,  
paints and pens. 
I have no arms nor hands nor spine to reach    Fac, ut portem Christi mortem 
the top, �        Passionis fac consortem 
to hold the pens, �       Et plagas recolere.     Make sense of a world where  
nor eyes to see              [he, she, you] no longer  
the color,              exist[s]. 
nor heart 
to paint, 
nor guts 
to write. 
What is there to say?      Quando corpus morietur        

Fac, ut animae donetur 
Paradisi Gloria. Amen. 
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Breathe as necessary; include a decrescendo to niente and then crescendo 
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Breathe as necessary; include a decrescendo to niente and then crescendo back into the same pitch after the breath. 

The effect among the ensemble will be a slow oscillation of sound, like frequencies beating.
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Breathe as necessary; include a decrescendo to niente and then crescendo back into the same pitch after the breath. 
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Include slow, ad lib decrescendos to niente and then crescendo back into the initial volume after the "breath". 

The effect among the ensemble will be a slow oscillation of sound, like frequencies beating.
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Include slow, ad lib decrescendos to niente and then crescendo back into the initial volume after the "breath". 

The effect among the ensemble will be a slow oscillation of sound, like frequencies beating.
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Include slow, ad lib decrescendos to niente and then crescendo back into the initial volume after the "breath". 

The effect among the ensemble will be a slow oscillation of sound, like frequencies beating.
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Include slow, ad lib decrescendos to niente and then crescendo back into 

the initial volume after the "breath". The effect among the ensemble will 

be a slow oscillation of sound, like frequencies beating.
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Include slow, ad lib decrescendos to niente and then crescendo back into the initial volume after the "breath". 

The effect among the ensemble will be a slow oscillation of sound, like frequencies beating.
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