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The Formation of the Civilian Elite in the Syrian Province:
The Case of Ayyubid and Early Mamluk Hamah

INTRODUCTION
In recent decades our knowledge of urban history in northern Mesopotamia, Syria,
and Egypt during the post-formative period has continuously increased.! Studies
such as those by Douglas Patton on Zangid Mosul, Anne-Marie Eddé on Ayyubid
Aleppo, Louis Pouzet on thirteenth-century Damascus, Michael Chamberlain on
thirteenth- and fourteenth-century Damascus, Carl Petry on fifteenth-century
Cairo, Bernadette Martel-Thoumian on the fifteenth-century Mamluk state,
and others have added significantly to our knowledge of pre-modern Middle
Eastern society.? A particular concern of these studies has been the section of
the population that Petry termed the “civilian elite,” i.e., the ulama and the non-
military administrative personnel whom biographers regarded as notables.?

The present article further extends this stream of research by discussing the
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! An early version of this paper was presented at the 15th Colloquium on the History of Egypt and
Syria in the Fatimid, Ayyubid and Mamluk Eras, Leuven 2006. I wish to thank those present,
especially Michael Brett (London), for their helpful comments. I would like to thank furthermore
Stefan Heidemann (Jena) for commenting on a draft version of this article, and Stefan Conermann
(Bonn) for the invitation to contribute to this volume.

2 Douglas L. Patton, “A History of the Atabegs of Mosul and their Relations with the Ulama
A.H. 521-660/A.D. 1127-1262” (Ph.D. diss., New York University, 1983); Anne-Marie Eddé,
La principauté Ayyoubide d’Alep (579/1183-658/1260) (Stuttgart, 1999); Louis Pouzet, Damas
au VIle/Xllle siécle: Vie et structures religieuses dans une métropole islamique, 2nd ed. (Beirut,
1991); Michael Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social Practice in Medieval Damascus, 1190-1350
(Cambridge, 1994); Carl F. Petry, The Civilian Elite of Cairo in the Later Middle Ages (Princeton,
1981); Bernadette Martel-Thoumian, Les civils et 'administration dans Uétat militaire Mamlitk (IXe/
XVe siécle) (Damascus, 1992).

3 Petry, Civilian Elite, 4 and 312-25. There are a number of individuals who crossed the boundary
between the military and the civilian elite who do not fit into this simple differentiation. In the
case of Hamah this is illustrated by Shihab al-Din al-Bula‘i, who turned to the military profession
after a career as religious scholar (Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij al-Kuriib fi Akhbar Bani Ayyib, ed. Jamal
al-Din al-Shayyal, Hasanayn al-Rabi‘, and Sa‘id ‘Ashiir [Cairo, 1953-77], and for years 646-59
Bibliothéque Nationale MSS Arabe nos. 1702 and 1703; here published edition, 3:163), and
the case of Shihab al-Din ibn al-Qutub, which is discussed below. For a detailed discussion of
the vocabulary employed during this period for the different groups within the civilian elite
cf. Bernadette Martel-Thoumian, “Les élites urbaines sous les Mamlouks Circassiens: quelques
éléments de réflexion,” in Egypt and Syria in the Fatimid, Ayyubid and Mamluk Eras III, ed. U.
Vermeulen and J. Van Steenbergen (Leuven, 2001), 271-308.
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example of the middle-sized north Syrian town of Hamah during the period from
the late sixth/twelfth to the eighth/fourteenth centuries. This urban settlement,
situated on the banks of the Orontes River and with a population of some 7,000*
during the period considered here, tended to stand in the shadow of neighboring
Aleppo and Damascus. In the late fourth/tenth century it was included within
the Aleppan realms of the Hamdanid ruler Sayf al-Dawlah (d. 356/967). In
the following century this status of dependency continued with Hamah either
in the Fatimid sphere of influence or subject to Bedouin, especially Mirdasid,
domination typical of this period in northern Syria. With the Saljuq conquest of
Aleppo in 479/1086 Hamah became a bone of contention in conflicts between
the autonomous Saljuq rulers in the Syrian lands. It changed hands repeatedly
until the founder of the Burid dynasty in Damascus, Tughtigin (d. 522/1128),
incorporated it into his realm in 517,/1123.5 This period ended with the conquest
by the Zangids who in 530/1135 included the town in their emerging empire,
which gradually extended into Syria and al-Jazirah. During the Ayyubid period
the princes of Hamah gained some degree of independence within the Ayyubid
family confederation after Salah al-Din had handed over the town to his nephew
al-Malik al-Muzaffar I ‘Umar (r. 574-87/1178-91). Al-Muzaffar’s descendants
and other members of the Ayyubid family were able to rule the town, with short
interruptions, well into the early Mamluk period when this last Syrian Ayyubid
principality was finally absorbed into the Mamluk administrative system in the
730s/1330s.

From an economic perspective, Hamah could draw on the fertile soil of the
surrounding lands, ample water supplies, and its location on the main north-south
trade axis linking Aleppo and Damascus.® However, while Egypt experienced
economic prosperity during the fifth/eleventh century,” the northern Syrian
towns, like their north Mesopotamian and Iraqi counterparts, experienced a
period of urban stagnation or even decline. The weakening of fiscal institutions
and the near-complete absence of building activities during this period was

4 According to Josiah C. Russel, “The Population of the Crusader States,” in A History of the
Crusades, ed. Kenneth M. Setton (Madison, 1985), 5:295-314, the population of the town was
6,750 in the beginning of the seventh/thirteenth century.

5 For the pre-Zangid political history of northern Syria, cf. Thierry Bianquis, Damas et la Syrie sous
la domination fatimide (359-468/969-1076): Essai d’interprétation de chroniques arabes médiévales
(Damascus, 1989), and specifically for Aleppo cf. Suhayl Zakkar, The Emirate of Aleppo, 1004
1094 (Beirut, 1971).

¢ Thierry Bianquis, “Cités, territoires et province dans I’histoire Syrienne médiévale,” Bulletin
d’Etudes Orientales 52 (2000): 207-8.

7 Cf. Paula A. Sanders, “The Fatimid State, 969-1171,” in The Cambridge History of Egypt, vol. 1,
Islamic Egypt, 640-1517, ed. Carl F. Petry (Cambridge, 1998), 151-74.
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characteristic of this decline. The predominant Bedouin rulers of northern Syria
did little to support the region’s urban network. With the establishment of Saljuq
rule the towns of the region experienced a renaissance that continued during the
Zangid, Ayyubid, and Mamluk periods. The Saljugs’ measures, especially those
of the regional Atabeg dynasties, aimed at supporting their urban basis, most
importantly through a reorganization of the fiscal system, and were accompanied
by increased building activities.®

The disastrous Syrian earthquake in the year 552/1157 was a setback in the case
of Hamah’s ascendancy. The epicenter was close to the town and further seismic
shocks followed in subsequent months.® The destruction of the infrastructure must
have been massive and the loss of human life considerable. The estimation of an
Andalusian traveller who visited the town some fifteen years after the catastrophe,
that of the purportedly 25,000 inhabitants of the town only 70 men survived,
is certainly exaggerated.!® However, the chronicles show that this earthquake
was estimated to be among the most disastrous catastrophes in the Syrian lands
during the sixth/twelfth and seventh/thirteenth century. Anecdotes played, as is
typical in premodern historiography, a crucial role in structuring the earthquake
narrative. For instance, the Zangid chronicler Ibn al-Athir included a report on
a teacher leaving the teaching premises shortly before the earthquake. Not only
did all of his students perish, but their relatives who might have inquired in the
following days about the children’s fate also did not survive.!' In the same vein,
later topographical descriptions of Hamah are centered on this event. The only
diachronic passage in Ibn al-‘Adim’s seventh/thirteenth-century description of the
town, for instance, sets the earthquake at center stage, and mentions the castle’s

8 On the urban decline and renaissance in northern Syria cf. Stefan Heidemann, Die Renaissance der
Stddte in Nordsyrien und Nordmesopotamien: Stddtische Entwicklung und wirtschaftliche Bedingungen
in ar-Raqqa and Harran von der Zeit der beduinischen Vorherrschaft bis zu den Seldschuken (Leiden,
2002).

o Ibn al-Qalanisi, Dhayl Tarikh Dimashq [History of Damascus, 363-555 a.h.: from the Bodleian
Ms. Hunt. 125; being a continuation of the history of Hilal al-Sabi], ed. Henry Frederick Amedroz
(Leiden, 1908), 337, 343-47, 351-52; Ibn al-Athir, Al-Tarikh al-Bahir fi al-Dawlah al-Atabakiyah,
ed. ‘Abd al-Qadir Ahmad Tulaymat (Cairo, 1963), 110; idem, Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, ed. Carolus
Johannes Tornberg (Beirut, 1965-67) [reprint of 1851-71 edition with corrections and new
pagination], 11:218; Abt Shamah, Kitab al-Rawdatayn fi Akhbar al-Dawlatayn al-Niiriyah wa-al-
Salahiyah, ed. Ibrahim al-Zibaq (Beirut, 1997), 1:332-39; Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 1:128; al-Dhahabi,
Tarikh al-Islam wa-Wafayat al-Mashahir wa-al-A‘lam, ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri (Beirut,
2002-3), vol. 551-60:17-18.

10 Binyamin Ben-Yona ‘Tudela,” Syrien und Paldstina nach dem Reisebericht des Benjamin von Tudela
[Sefer ham-massa‘ot], trans. Hans-Peter Riiger (Wiesbaden, 1990), 64, who visited the town in the
early 560s/late 1160s.

1 Tbn al-Athir, Al-Bahir, 110. This anecdote was to be included by most of the period’s authors.
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destruction and the following efforts at refortification.'> The consequences for
the civilian elite are reflected in references to scholars who either perished in the
earthquake or left the town in its aftermath.!®* However, Hamah soon recovered
and continued to enjoy “[i]n the Ayyiibid period, and during the governorship of
Abii ‘I-Fida’, . . . true prosperity.”!* This prosperity can be seen here, as elsewhere,
in increased building activities, especially with regard to madrasahs, which will
be discussed below.

The present article traces this urban renaissance in more detail by focusing
on the civilian elite. The construction of a high number of endowed madrasahs
provided the financial basis for a variety of civilian careers.’®> However, the
source material currently available precludes a systematic examination of career
patterns based on endowments in the case of a middle-sized town such as Hamah.
Consequently, the following discussion will focus on holders of judgeships and
will be subsequently supplemented by the fragmentary material available on
khatibs, secretaries, and posts in madrasahs. This discussion will show the gradual
formation of an indigenous civilian elite during this period that was increasingly
able to monopolize the crucial civilian posts in the town.

The purpose of the present article in engaging with the case of the civilian
elite in Hamah is twofold. Firstly, it has a descriptive outlook, namely to give an
overview of those names that appear repeatedly when studying the civilian elite
of the town. In the course of the description it will become evident that the basic
unit of the civilian elite organization was the elite household. In this sense the
article describes how such families established themselves in a provincial town.
Secondly, it puts forth the argument that the urban renaissance in northern Syria
set the framework for the development of a strong civilian elite from the second
half of the sixth/twelfth century onwards. Furthermore, this urban elite took on a

121bn al-‘Adim, Bughyat al-Talab fi Tarikh Halab, ed. Suhayl Zakkar (Beirut, 1988), 1:149-50.

13 Among its victims in Hamah were for example the scholar ‘Ali Abii al-Hasan al-Taniikhi
(Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinat Dimashq, ed. Salah al-Din al-Munajjid, Sukaynah al-Shihabj, et al.
[Damascus, 1951- ], 51:227-31) and the poet ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mudrak ibn ‘Ali al-Taniikhi
al-Ma‘arri, who died in a subsequent seismic shock in 553/1158 (Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinat
Dimashq, 41:372-78; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 551-60:124; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi bi-al-Wafayat, ed.
Hellmut Ritter et al. [Istanbul, 1931-2004], 18:265-66). Among those who left the town after the
disaster was for instance the hadith scholar and Quran reader Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Qaysi
(d. 553/1158) (Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinat Dimashg, ed. ‘Umar al-‘Amrawi [Beirut, 1995-98],
7:112-13).

1* Dominique Sourdel, “Hamat,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd ed. CD-ROM (Leiden, 2003).

15 Discussed for the case of Damascus by Stefan Leder, “Damaskus: Entwicklung einer islamischen
Metropole (12.-14. Jh.) und ihre Grundlagen,” in Alltagsleben und materielle Kultur in der arabischen
Sprache und Literatur: Festschrift fiir Heinz Grotzfeld zum 70. Geburtstag, ed. Thomas Bauer and
Ulrike Stheli-Werbeck (Wiesbaden, 2005), 233-50.
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decisively local character during the seventh/thirteenth century and the first half
of the eighth/fourteenth century.

Owing to the historiographical nature of the available sources, the focus is
on chronicles and biographical dictionaries. The rise of historical writing from
the seventh/thirteenth century allows the formation of the civilian elite, even in
considering the case of a middle-sized town such as Hamah, to be traced in some
detail. This is because the prosperity enjoyed by the town also encouraged the
publication of a multitude of historical works. Not only two rulers of the town, al-
Malik al-Mansiir I Muhammad and Abii al-Fida’, but also a number of scholars or
administrators from the town, such as Ibn al-Nazif (d. after 634/1236-37), Ibn Abi
al-Dam (d. 642/1244), the latter’s relative Ibn Wasil (d. 697/1298), and ‘Ali al-
Muzaffari Ibn al-Mughayzil (d. 701/1302), composed chronicles. Despite the fact
that the royal chronicles are of rather limited interest for any inquiry into a field
beyond politics, Ibn al-Nazif’s work® is rather focused on the neighboring town of
Homs, and most of Ibn Abi al-Dam’s chronicle is lost,'” these works, especially the
chronicle of Ibn Wasil and its supplement by Ibn al-Mughayzil, allow insights into
the town’s development. Although these insights cannot be compared with those
gained for major urban centers, such as Cairo, Damascus, and Aleppo, the focus
on this middle-sized town is a crucial addition to our understanding of urban
society in the Syrian lands during the seventh/thirteenth and eighth/fourteenth
centuries.

HamAH’s GROWING PROSPERITY: MADRASAHS AND THE CIVILIAN ELITE

The considerable ascent of Hamah after the earthquake setback in 552/1157 can
be traced by turning to the building activities within the town, which are well
illustrated by the number of endowed madrasahs. These testify to the dynamic
development of the urban infrastructure during the late Zangid, Ayyubid, and
early Mamluk periods. The starting point of this development in Hamah was
in the late Zangid period under the Sultan Nir al-Din (d. 569/1174). Nir al-
Din initiated a considerable building project encompassing representative and
functional buildings, not only in the major towns of his realms such as Damascus

16 On the author and his work cf. Angelika Hartmann, “A Unique Manuscript in the Asian Museum,
St. Petersburg: the Syrian Chronicle al-Ta’rih al-Mansiiri by Ibn Nazif al-Hamawi, from the 7th/
13th Century,” in Egypt and Syria, ed. Vermeulen and van Steenbergen, 89-100. Edition by Abi
al-1d Dadii (Damascus, 1981).

17 The first part, covering the period from the Prophet Muhammad until the late Umayyad era,
has been edited by Hamid Ziyan Ghanim Ziyan as Al-Tarikh al-Islami al-Ma‘rif bi-Ism al-Tarikh
al-Mugaffari (Cairo, 1989). Passages from the final surviving part of the chronicle ending in
628/1230-31 have been edited and translated by Donald S. Richards, “The Crusade of Frederic
IT and the Hamah Succession: Extracts from the Chronicle of Ibn Abi al-Damm,” Bulletin d’études
orientales 45 (1993): 183-206.
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and Aleppo but also in middle-sized towns such as Baalbek and Hamah. ! In Hamah
he built two madrasahs, one Shafi‘i and one Hanafi, in addition to the mosque in the
lower town with a hospital next to it.'° The Shafi‘i madrasah, the ‘Asriiniyah, was
built for Sharaf al-Din Ibn Abi ‘Asriin (d. 585/1189), who indeed taught there at
least once.? It was situated, similarly to the Hanafi madrasah, in the market area
of the lower town. Eminent scholars of the indigenous civilian elite, such as the
town’s shaykh al-shuyiikh Taj al-Din Ahmad Ibn al-Mughayzil (d. 687,/1288)2! and
the town’s judge ‘Imad al-Din Abii al-Qasim (d. 652/1254), taught there.?*

In the following century, members of the ruling Ayyubid family endowed
additional madrasahs. Al-Malik al-Manstir I Muhammad (d. 617/1221) founded
the Shafi‘i Madrasah al-Mansiiriyah.?®* This madrasah proved attractive even to
a prominent scholar from outside the town, Sayf al-Din al-Amidi (d. 631/1233),
its first teacher.?* In the later Ayyubid period Mwnisah Khatiin bint al-Malik al-
Muzaffar II Mahmitd (d. 703/1303) endowed the Madrasah al-Khatiiniyah. She
was the paternal aunt of the town’s last Ayyubid ruler during the Mamluk period,
Abi al-Fida’ (r. 710-32/1310-32). Having acted herself as attending authority
(musmi‘ah) in scholarly readings she provided this school with a generous
endowment.? Abii al-Fida> himself endowed the Madrasah al-Mwayyadiyah (also
known as al-Khatibiyah), in which members of grand Hamawian families such as
‘Abd al-Latif Ibn al-Mughayzil (d. 690/1291) and Sadr al-Din Muhammad Ibn al-
Barizi (d. 875/1470)% taught.

The military elite formed the second group of madrasah founders. Sayf al-Din
‘Ali Ibn al-Mashtiib (d. 588/1192), one of Salah al-Din’s amirs, founded Madrasat
Ibn al-Mashtiib. A freedman of the town’s first Ayyubid ruler, al-Malik al-Muzaffar
I ‘Umar, Abti Mansiir Jaldak al-Muzaffari al-Tagawi (d. 628/1231), endowed the
Madrasah al-Jaldakiyah.?” Shuja‘ al-Din Murshid al-Tawashi (d. 669/1270-71),

18 Cf. Yasser Ahmad Tabbaa, “The Architectural Patronage of Niir al-Din (1146-1174)” (Ph.D.
diss., New York University, 1983).

19 Tbn Wasil, Mufarrij, 1:282-83.

2 Dominique Sourdel, “Sur quelques traditionnistes d’Alep au temps de Nur al-Din,” Arabica 2
(1955): 354.

2 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 681-90:290.

2 Tbn al-‘Adim, Bughyat, 10:4581.

2 Also called Madrasat al-Turbah, as he had it built for the grave of his father.

2 Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:78, 80.

% Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-Hanbali, Shif@’ al-Quliib fi Manaqib Bani Ayyib, ed. Nazim Rashid (Baghdad,
1978), 447; Abii al-Fid®, Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar (Cairo, 1907), 4:51; Murtada al-Zabidi,
Tarwih al-Qulib fi Dhikr Mulitk Bani Ayyiib, ed. Salah al-Din al-Munajjid (Damascus, 1969), 81.

26 Al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’ al-Lami li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi¢ (Cairo, 1934-36), 10:24-25.

2 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 621-30:311-12; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 11:174.
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a freedman of al-Malik al-Muzaffar II Mahmiid, set up the Hanafi Madrasah
al-Tawashiyah.? Finally, members of the civilian elite endowed a number of
madrasahs, which illustrates the wealth of these families of notables. Among
these civilian founders were Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Ghuffar Ibn al-Mughayzil (d.
688/1289-90),% Zayn al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 659/1261), khatib of the Great/
Upper Mosque,* and Mukhlis al-Din Ibrahim Ibn Qarnas (d. 648/1248).3!

This rise of the madrasah as an urban institution from the mid-sixth/twelfth
century onwards was paralleled by the formation of an urban elite that was firmly
entrenched within the town itself. In contrast, the sources are almost completely
silent, typically for northern Syria, with regard to the civilian elite in Hamah
in the preceding period. This might be explained as a result of chronological
distance in the case of the works composed during the seventh/thirteenth century,
such as the chronicle Mir’at al-Zaman by Sibt ibn al-Jawzi (d. 654/1256) or the
biographical dictionaries Wafayat al-A‘yan by Ibn Khallikan (d. 681/1281-82),
MuSam al-Udab@ by Yaqit al-Hamawi (d. 626/1229), and Bughyat al-Talab by
Ibn al-‘Adim (d. 660/1262), which rendered the events or persons linked to
minor towns of limited significance.*? However, even a contemporary work such
as Ibn ‘Asakir’s (d. 571/1176) Tarikh Madinat Dimashq, which covers the Syrian
scholars well beyond the borders of the town of Damascus, has little to say about
scholars originating from or being active in Hamah—in contrast to those linked,
for example, to neighboring Homs.** Even appointments to the most eminent
position, the chief judgeship, can only be traced systematically starting with the
late sixth/twelfth century.®* This picture is not altered when taking into account

2 <Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim Niir al-Din Ibn al-Mughayzil, Dhayl Mufarrij al-Kurib fi Akhbar Bani Ayyib,
ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri (Beirut, 2004), 74; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 661-70:297.

2 Tbn al-Mughayzil, Dhayl Mufarrij al-Kurib, 124.

% Tbn Wasil, “Mufarrij,” BN MS 1703, fol. 170r—v; al-Yiinini, Dhayl Mir’at al-Zaman (Hyderabad,
1954-61), 2:129; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 651-60:389.

31 Mentioned in al-Yiinini, Dhayl Mirat al-Zaman, 2:127-28. Further madrasahs founded by
members of the civilian elite included, for example, the Madrasah al-Sihyawniyah, founded by
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Khatib Ibn Sihyawn. Among its teachers was Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd
Allah al-Hamaw1 al-Shafi‘ (d. 649/1251) (cf. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 641-50:413).

32In Ibn al-‘Adim’s biographical dictionary of Aleppo (Bughyat al-Talab), for instance, nineteen
entries refer to individuals linked to Hamah, of which five persons are only superficially connected
to the town. Of the remaining fourteen, eight lived partly or mostly in the seventh/thirteenth
century and only four in the sixth/twelfth century.

% In the only complete edition of the work (the commercial Dar al-Fikr edition) Hamah is referred
to 17 times, while neighboring Homs has some 700 entries. These numbers match my impression
gained from the published volumes of the scholarly Majma* al-Lughah edition.

% Similar to the case of al-Raqqah, where the names of the chief judges are only known from the
mid-sixth/twelfth century onwards (Heidemann, Renaissance, 284-85).
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the works produced in Hamah: while chronicles such as those by Abii al-Fida
or Ibn Wasil are indispensable in order to trace the civilian elite starting with
the second half of the sixth/twelfth century, they have little to say about earlier
periods.

Considering the civilian elite, a striking feature becomes apparent that parallels
the rise of the madrasah and which hints again at the mid-late sixth/twelfth
century as a decisive turning point in the urban history of the Syrian lands: the
first relevant persons, in a sense the “founding fathers,” of those families that
came to dominate the civilian elite in the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods in Hamah
were active during this period (Banii Rawahah, Banii al-Bahrani, Banii Qarnas)
or in the following decades of the early seventh/thirteenth century (Bant al-
Barizi, Banii al-Mughayzil). The formation of this civilian elite, particularly the
indigenous civilian elite, will be discussed in the following in three sections:
First, appointments to the Shafii judgeship, the crucial position in the town, are
considered. This is followed by an analysis of the khatibs, secretaries, and non-
Shafi‘i judges. Finally, those grand scholarly families of the town that did not hold
a large number of civilian posts will be discussed.

THE SHAFIT JuDGESHIP: LOCALS AND COSMOPOLITANS
Hamah became, as was typical for the region, dominated by the Shafi‘i school of
law and affiliation with it became one of the prerequisites for attaining prestigious
religious posts during the Zangid and subsequent periods. All the grand local
households discussed below were Shafii. This madhhab was sponsored by
the political elite, which furthered its dominant role. For instance, the town’s
last Ayyubid ruler, Aba al-Fida’, and its Mamluk governor Sanjar were both
themselves Shafi‘i jurisprudents® who supported the madhhab. This dominance is
evident in the appointments to the town’s judgeship during the early phase of the
period considered here. The judgeship of Hamah had initially not been explicitly
restricted to any specific school of law. It was only with the introduction of the
other madhhabs’ judgeships in the late seventh/thirteenth and eighth/fourteenth
centuries that this judgeship became to be nominally attached to the Shafi‘i
community. However, despite the theoretical possibility that a non-Shafi‘i scholar
might be appointed before this introduction of madhhab-affiliated posts, the
Shafi‘is were able, owing to their dominance, to monopolise the post entirely.
Appointments to the Shafi‘i judgeship (cf. fig. 1) followed, with regard to the
geographical origin of the post holders, distinctively different patterns during the
period considered here. While individuals from outside the town prevailed in the
first stage until the early seventh/thirteenth century, the local elite dominated

% Heinz Halm, Die Ausbreitung der Safiitischen Rechtsschule von den Anfdngen bis zum 8./14.
Jahrhundert (Wiesbaden, 1974), 228.
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this post in the following 150 years until the mid-eighth/fourteenth century.
Thereupon, the post holders’ provenance became significantly more varied and
the dominance of the local elite started to vanish. These different patterns indicate
two alternative career patterns—that changed in importance over time—which
led to the post.

In the first and third phase, a “cosmopolitan” profile was decisive for the
candidate’s appointment.*® It was crucial to belong to trans-regional networks of
learning and/or political power. Many of the post holders, especially during the
first phase, were distinguished scholars who had the prestige of having studied
with the grand scholars of their time. In the third phase candidates belonged
more often to the trans-regional Mamluk civilian elite. Owing to the integration
of trans-regional networks, judges who left the post voluntarily or involuntarily
during both phases frequently moved on to take up positions in other towns and
regions.

In the second phase, in contrast, post holders typically had a “local” profile,
i.e., they were closely integrated into the local network of influential families.
Generally, they were born into one of the grand families and followed a career
centered on the town, especially holding other (minor) posts before attaining
the judgeship. In contrast to the preceding and following phases, judges often
held the post until an advanced age or death. Those who left the post voluntarily
or involuntarily tended to remain within the town, as it was here that they had
networks that had been—and often continued to be—crucial for their career.

THE SHAFI1 JUDGESHIP FROM 559/1164 TO 616,/1219: THE COSMOPOLITANS’ PERIOD
During the first sixty years of the period under discussion cosmopolitan scholars
from outside the town played an important role in appointments to the judgeship.
Initially these scholars originated in particular from the eastern lands, more
specifically Mosul, the Zangid dynasty’s first stronghold. In a sense the Zangids
“imported” prestigious scholars from their possessions in the East to newly
conquered towns such as Hamah. These scholars tended to hold the post—typical
for the cosmopolitan career pattern—only for a limited period and soon moved
on to other urban centers.

The first judge, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Ansari (d. 600/1203),* came from
Mosul under the Zangid Niir al-Din. He stayed in the post for eight years, but
then moved on further west in order to settle in Egypt, where he was appointed

% The differentiation between “cosmopolitans” and “locals” is based on Merton’s terminology;
cf. his “Patterns of Influence: Local and Cosmopolitan Influentials,” in Robert K. Merton, Social
Theory and Social Structure, 3rd ed. (New York, 1968), 441-74.

%7 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 591-600:477-78; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 4:171; al-Asnawi, Tabagqat al-
Shafi‘iyah, ed. ‘Abd Allah al-Jubiiri (Baghdad, 1971), 2:443; Sourdel, “Traditionnistes,” 354.
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to the judgeship of the Upper Egyptian town of Asyiit. The second judge, Diy&’
al-Din al-Qasim Ibn al-Shahraziiri (d. 599/1203), held the judgeship twice: he
had left Hamah after his first appointment in order to move to Baghdad, where
he was also appointed judge. However, after his deposition in Baghdad he had to
return to Hamah, where he filled the post again for some months until his death.
Ibn al-Shahraziiri belonged to a family which held high offices throughout the
sixth/twelfth and seventh/thirteenth centuries in Syria and Iraq.*® His paternal
uncle, Kamal al-Din Muhammad (d. 576/1176), like al-Ansari, came from Mosul
and had been appointed by Niir al-Din to the judgeships of Damascus and Aleppo
simultaneously.

That this family originated from Mosul and subsequently gained a great
reputation within Syria parallels the shift of the Zangids’ power base from the East
westwards. This shift also became apparent in the nominations to the judgeship
in Hamah: after the first decades of Zangid rule, post holders were increasingly
recruited from the Syrian lands. The early seventh/thirteenth-century judge Najm
al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim Ibn Abi ‘Asriin (d. 622/1225),* for instance, was the son of
the aforementioned Sharaf al-Din Ibn Abi ‘Asriin, for whom Niir al-Din had built
the Shafi‘i madrasah of the town. Sharaf al-Din had succeeded Kamal al-Din al-
Shahraziiri in the position of the most eminent Shafi‘i scholar in the Syrian lands
and more specifically he had taken over the judgeship in Damascus. It was the
family’s cosmopolitan prestige that allowed his son to hold office in Aleppo and
Hamah, where he was twice judge and also vizier. Najm al-Din is in this sense
representative of a transition period: his family still had hardly any connections
to the local elite of Hamah, but it was already well-placed within the civilian elite
of the Syrian lands.

In this early period there are already three cases which hint at the developing
local elite, most importantly two judges belonging to the al-Bahrani family (cf.
fig. 2 with sources), Amin al-Dawlah/Din al-Husayn (d. 587/1191) and Ahmad
ibn Mudrak (d. 590/1194 or 591/1195). This family also continued to play a
remarkable role in the following seventh/thirteenth century. Two additional
members of the family, Muhyi al-Din Hamzah (d. 663/1264-65)* and Muwaffaq
al-Din Muhammad (d. 699/1300), were appointed judges in 642/1244-45 and

% On the al-Shahraziiri family, cf. Eddé, Alep, 381-82. It seems that al-Ansari and al-Shahraziiri for
some time held the judgeship in Hamah simultaneously (cf. Abii Shamah, Al-Rawdatayn, 2:158,
and al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 571-80:105). On al-Qasim cf. Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:79; al-Dhahabi,
Tarikh, vol. 591-600:407-8.

3 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 621-30:63 and 115; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 18:164; Eddé, Alep, 382-83. On
Ibn Abi ‘Asriin as judge cf. Ibn Nazif, Al-Mansiiri, 6 and 8.

% On the dates of Muhyi al-Din’s judgeship cf. Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 5:347, and idem, “Mufarrij,”
fol. 111r.

©2008 by Konrad Hirschler.
BY DOI: 10.6082/M1V69GRQ. (https://doi.org/10.6082/M1V69GRQ)

DOI of Vol. XII, no. 2: 10.6082/M11G0JB2. See https://doi.org/10.6082/C3Z8-5N48 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



MAMLUK STUDIES REVIEW VoL. 12, no. 2, 2008 105

697/1298 respectively. Other members of the family focused on scholarship
without attaining formal positions of importance, such as Muhyi al-Din’s wife
Safiyat (d. 646/1248), one of the grand female hadith scholars of her time;
Muwaffaq al-Din Naba/Muhammad (d. 665/1267), a hadith scholar who was at
least appointed repetitor (mu‘id) in Cairo; as well as ‘Umar ibn Muhammad (d.
654/1256) and Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhab (d. 688/1289), son and grandson
of Safiyat respectively.

The third relevant case—although he only briefly held office—is Zayn al-Din
Muhammad Ibn al-Raffa’ (d. 617/1220), who originated from Kafartab (some 40
km to the north of the town).* He moved on to take the judgeship of neighboring
Barin (some 40 km southwest of the town). His son ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (d. 662/1263)*
was to become the shaykh al-shuyitkh of Hamah and entered the networks of the
Hamawian civilian elite by marrying his daughters to members of the influential
al-Mughayzil family. However, it is significant that neither the indigenous al-
Bahrani family nor Ibn al-Raffa’ were yet able to control the post more tightly.
Both lost it to Ibn Abi ‘Asriin, the outsider who was twice appointed to the post.

Tellingly, Ibn Abi ‘Asriin’s second office—the last of the cosmopolitan period—
came to an end owing to his involvement in an event that had implications well
beyond the confines of the town: the Ibn al-Mashtiib revolt of 616-17,/1219-20.
‘Imad al-Din Ahmad ibn al-Mashtiib (d. 619/1225), a high-ranking Kurdish amir
and son of the aforementioned madrasah founder Sayf al-Din Ibn al-Mashtiib,
had been exiled from Egypt after an attempted revolt against the sultan al-Malik
al-Kamil (r. 615-35/1218-38). He found refuge in Hamah and subsequently
entered the service of the strongman in northern Syria, al-Malik al-Ashraf Miis&
(r. 607-17/1210-20 in Diyarbakr), whom he challenged soon after. Al-Malik al-
Mansiir I Muhammad of Hamah supported him financially and provided armed
men. Furthermore, he authorised Ibn Abi ‘Asriin, to whom Ibn al-Mashtiib had
promised an appointment as judge in the lands that were to be brought under his
control, to resign and to participate in the endeavour.*

Ibn Abi ‘Asriin was arrested after Ibn al-Mashtiib’s defeat and the entire
correspondence with rulers of the region as well as copies of the oath of allegiance
to be sworn by those allied with Ibn al-Mashtiib were found in his possession.
Nevertheless, in contrast to Ibn al-Mashtiib, who perished in al-Ashraf’s captivity,
Ibn Abi ‘Asriin was liberated owing to his family connections, which went well

“ Tbn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:273-74; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 611-20:317-18; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi,
4:26-28.

42 Abii al-Fida’, Al-Mukhtasar, 3:215; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 661-70:101-4; Eddé, Alep, 428.

43 The most detailed account of this revolt is in Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:28-31 and 70-77. For his
biography cf. al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 611-20:442 (with further sources). On him cf. also Eddé,
Alep, 92-93, 383.
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beyond Hamah. It was Fakhr al-Din ibn Shaykh al-Shuyiikh (d. 647/1250), the
influential member of the Damascene Hamawayh family, which had intermarried
with the Banii Abi ‘Asriin, who came as Egyptian envoy to al-Ashraf’s court. He
convinced al-Ashraf to release Ibn Abi ‘Asriin, who returned to Hamah without
regaining a formal position of influence.*

THE SHAFI1 JUDGESHIP FROM 616/1219 TO 764/1363: THE DOMINANCE OF THE LOCALS
With Ibn Abi ‘Asriin’s resignation in the early seventh/thirteenth century the
second period in the recruitment pattern for the judgeship began. For some
150 years the judgeship was entirely monopolized by local scholars while
cosmopolitan outsiders, be they from the neighboring large towns of Aleppo and
Damascus or from Mosul, ceased to play an important role in Hamah. In this
period the urban renaissance began to bear fruit and a strong local civilian elite
was able to gain complete control over the post. Particularly notable with regard
to the judgeship were three of the town’s grand families, the Banii Wasil, the Banii
al-Bahrani discussed above, and the Banii al-Barizi.

The al-Barizi family (cf. fig. 3)*° was at the very core of the Hamawian civilian
elite. It was able to monopolise the judgeship for some 120 years during the late
seventh/thirteenth and eighth/fourteenth centuries with only one interruption.
The first notable individual of this family, Shams al-Din Ibrahim I (d. 669/1270),4
specialised in jurisprudence, and taught and studied in various Syrian towns until
he settled in his hometown. Here he taught, composed works, issued fatwas, and
was finally appointed as the town’s judge. He bequeathed this position upon
his death to his deputy and son Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim I (d. 683/1284),%
a multidisciplinary scholar. Najm al-Din was deposed after some ten years of
holding office in favour of Jamal al-Din Muhammad Ibn Wasil (see below), but
this did not loosen the grip of the Banii al-Barizi on the post. A member of the clan

4 Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:76-77.

> This family has been treated comprehensively by Martel-Thoumian, Civils, 249-66. The following
remarks, centered on Hamah, draw on the results of her study. The following individuals who are
mentioned in figure 3 will not be discussed in the present section: Kamal al-Din Muhammad II
(d. 776/1374-75) (mentioned in biography of his son Nasir al-Din Muhammad II: al-Sakhawi, Al-
Daw’, 9:137-38); Shams al-Din Ibrahim II (d. before 738,/1337-38) (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 671~
80:145; Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Al-Durar al-Kaminah fi A’yan al-Mi’ah al-Thaminah, ed. Muhammad
Sayyid Jad al-Haqq [Cairo, n.d., reprint of 1966-67 edition], 1:77 and 2:461-62); Shihab al-Din
Ahmad II (d. 755/1354) (Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:188-89).

4 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 571-80:324 and vol. 661-670:276; al-Safadi, AI-Wafi, 6:146. On the
dates of his judgeship cf. Ibn Wasil, “Mufarrij,” BN MS 1703, fol. 111r.

47 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 681-90:149-52; al-Safadi, AI-Wafi, 18:317-20; al-Hasan ibn ‘Umar Ibn
Habib, Tadhkirat al-Nabih fi Ayyam al-Mansir wa-Banih, ed. Muhammad Amin and Sa‘id ‘Ashir
(Cairo, 1976-86), 1:92-94. He is named “‘Abd al-Rahman” in some sources.
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was reappointed two years after Ibn Wasil’s death and a short interlude by one of
the Bant al-Bahrani, Muwaffaq al-Din Muhammad (d. 699/1300).

This member was Sharaf al-Din Hibat Allah I (d. 738/1338),* Najm al-Din’s son,
who was the most famous member of his family. He not only held the judgeship
for forty years, but was also wealthy enough to dispense with the salary. Although
he was offered the judgeship in Egypt, he preferred to stay within the confines
of his hometown where he was embedded via his family into a tight network
with members of the civilian elite. He passed the post on to his grandson and
deputy Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim II (d. 764/1363),* whose death marked the
end of the Bani al-Barizi’s grip on the judgeship. However, the influence of the
family extended beyond the judgeship to other posts so that it was able to retain
crucial influence in the town despite having lost control of the judgeship. Further
civilian posts held by this family in Hamah included the deputyship of the judge,>°
teaching positions,*! and administrative positions (katib al-sirr,>* wakil bayt al-
mal, > and vizier®*).

Members of the family were still appointed in the following decades to the
judgeship. Now it was the second main line of al-Barizis in Hamah—going back to
Sharaf al-Din’s brother Kamal al-Din Muhammad I (d. 698/1299)—that started to
play a more prominent role.> However, the careers of Kamal al-Din’s descendants
show that the al-Barizis had been transformed from a typical local family of
Hamah into one with a cosmopolitan outlook. Nasir al-Din Muhammad II (d.
823/1420),¢ Kamal al-Din’s great-grandson, quickly abandoned the judgeship in

“ Abti al-Fida’, Al-Mukhtasar, 4:124-27; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 27:290-91; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar,
5:174-76.

4 Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 2:461-62.

% Besides those who later became judge themselves, such as Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim I and
Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim II, other members of the family remained deputies, such as Zayn al-Din
‘Umar (mentioned in the biography of his grandson Nasir al-Din Muhammad III [d. 847/1443-44]:
al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 10:69). Zayn al-Din deputized for his brother Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim II
and for Fakhr al-Din ‘Uthman (d. 730/1330), who became judge in Aleppo and khatib in Hamah
(Abi al-Fida’, Al-Mukhtasar, 4:100-1; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 661-70:274; idem, Dhayl Tarikh al-
Islam wa-Wafayat al-Mashahir wa-al-A‘lam, ed. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri (Beirut, 2004), 275;
al-Safadi, AI-Wafi, 19:466; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 3:50).

51 Besides several judges of the family who obviously taught in addition to their juridical tasks,
mention can be made of Kamal al-Din Muhammad L.

52 Cf. Sharaf al-Din Hibat Allah II (mentioned in the biography of his son Nasir al-Din Muhammad
III: al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 10:69) and the aforementioned Siraj al-Din ‘Umar.

53 Cf. Sadr al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 733/1333) (Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 2:445-46).

54 Cf. Shihab al-Din Ahmad II.

55 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 691-700:364-65; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 3:248.

% Al-Maqrizi, Kitab al-Mugqaffd al-Kabir, ed. Muhammad al-Ya‘lawi (Beirut, 1991), 7:71-72; Ibn
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order to become secretary of the chancellery in Hamah, judge in Aleppo, and finally
secretary of the chancellery in Egypt. Here, his descendants attained positions in
the Mamluk military and administrative elite.” His son Shihab al-Din Ahmad I
(d. 822/1419),%® who opted for a military career, rose to such high rank that the
sultan al-Malik al-Mwayyad (815-24/1412-21) attended his funeral. The other
son, Kamal al-Din Muhammad III (d. 856/1452), succeeded his father in the post
of katib al-sirr in Egypt, which he held alternately with the same post in Damascus
where he was also appointed chief judge for a while. He married into the sultan’s
family and the reigning sultan, al-Malik al-Zahir Jagmaq (842-57/1438-53), was
present at his funeral.>

Back in Hamah, Sharaf al-Din’s great grandson Nasir al-Din Muhammad I (d.
812/1409-10)%° reinstated the pivotal role of his family in the town’s judgeship.
Although the family was no longer able to monopolize the post, two more al-Barizi
judges in the ninth/fifteenth century, Sadr al-Din Muhammad (d. 875/1470)
and Siraj al-Din ‘Umar (b. 844/1440),%* are evidence of continuing influence.
However, these appointments hint again at the transformation of the al-Barizis
from a local to a cosmopolitan family. Appointments of family members in Hamah
now depended less on a local network than on the influence of the developing
Egyptian al-Barizi branch. For instance, it was Kamal al-Din Muhammad III who
interceded with Sultan Jagmaq in Egypt for the appointment of Sadr al-Din
Muhammad to the judgeship of Hamah.

Another family, besides the Banii al-Barizi and the Banii al-Bahrani, that was
of some importance for the judgeship was the Banii Wasil. This clan played a
role in the civilian elite of Hamah throughout the seventh/thirteenth century.
Three members of the family were appointed judges: Salim (d. 629/1232),% the
Qadi Shuhbah, Tabagqat al-Shafi‘iyah, ed. ‘Abd al-‘Alim Khan (Hyderabad, 1978-79), 4:137-41;
Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim al-Zahirah fi Mulitk Misr wa-al-Qahirah, ed. Fahim M. Shaltiit et al.
(Cairo, 1963-72), 14:161; al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 9:137-38. On his judgeship cf. Ibn Qadi Shuhbah,
Al-I'lam bi-Tarikh Ahl al-Islam, ed. ‘Adnan Darwish (Damascus, 1977-97), 1:504, 588, 613.

5 Their integration into the Egyptian civilian and military elite is also evident in marriage patterns:
such relations were established with the crucial civilian and military households. In the mid-
ninth/fifteenth century the al-Barizis were one of the families with whom such alliances were
regularly sought (cf. Martel-Thoumian, Civils, 258-60).

%8 Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 14:159.

% 1bid., 16:13-18.

60 Al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 8:236.

61 Tbid., 10:24-25. Sadr al-Din taught also in the Madrasah al-Mukhlisiyah that had been endowed
by Mukhlis al-Din Ibrahim Ibn Qarnas (d. 648/1248).

621bid., 6:131.

6 Ibid., 10:24-25.

64 On the dates of Salim’s judgeship cf. Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:118.
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historian Jamal al-Din Muhammad (deputized by his brother),® and Shihab al-
Din Ibrahim Ibn Abi al-Dam, ® who was linked to the Banii Wasil clan via Salim’s
wife. Another son of Salim was an intimate of the Hamawian ruler al-Malik al-
Mansiir I Muhammad (d. 683/1284) and one of his nephews was physician at the
Hamawian court. Jamal al-Din’s appointment shows that even during the period
of local recruitment trans-regional networks were of benefit. The reasons for the
deposition of his predecessor Najm al-Din al-Barizi are not known, but one might
assume that Jamal al-Din’s tight network within the military and civilian elite
of late Ayyubid and early Mamluk society was instrumental in his appointment.®’
However, the influence of this family was in sum rather limited, as it was not
able to monopolize specific posts and only rose to some prominence for two
generations.

During the period of local recruitment to the judgeship in Hamah some
individuals who did not belong to the grand families of the town were appointed.
These individuals were nevertheless part of the civilian networks of the town and
had the local background that was typical of this period of recruitment. Imad al-
Din Abii al-Qasim (d. 652/1254) held the judgeship twice but had to flee owing
to the conflicts of his brother, Shihab al-Din ibn al-Qutub, with the town’s ruler. %
Shihab al-Din had initially embarked on a civilian career, acting for example as
Sayf al-Din al-Amidi’s repetitor (mu‘id) in the Madrasah al-Mansiiriyah. However,
he turned later to a military career and became an amir.® Although their family

6 This brother was ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 692/1293) (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 691-700:158).

% Ibn Nazif, Al-Mangsiri, 39; Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:174 and 5:346; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
641-50:112.

7 On Ibn Wasil’s network and the Banfi Wasil in general cf. Konrad Hirschler, Medieval Arabic
Historiography: Authors as Actors (London, 2006), 18-28. The exact date of Ibn Wasil’s appointment
is curiously not identifiable as his nomination and Ibn al-Barizi’s deposition are not exactly dated.
It is on al-Y{inini’s statement (Dhayl Mir'at al-Zaman, 4:218-23) that the latter was deposed “a few
years” before his death, that my estimation “late 670s” is based.

6 Ibn Nazif, Al-Mangiri, 39; Ibn al-‘Adim, Bughyat, 10:4581-82; Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:87, 119,
173-74; idem, “Mufarrij,” BN MS 1703, fols. 111v-112r; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 651-60:132
[‘Imad al-Din]; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 651-60:168-69 [Shihab al-Din].

% This change from a civilian to a military career pattern was a consequence of Shihab al-Din’s close
alliance with the younger son of Hamah’s ruler, al-Malik al-Nasir Qilij Arslan (r. 617-26/1221-
29), who was to be installed on the throne against the explicit will of his father. Qilij Arslan
granted Shihab al-Din a considerable iqtd, so that he “took off the turban from his head, put on
the sharbiish, and wore the soldiers’ garments. Al-Malik al-Nasir appointed him as governor of
al-Ma‘arrah [Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘man]. He acted there just as the kings act in their lands.” (Ibn Wasil,
Mufarrij, 4:87-88) (The sharbiish was the distinct headgear of the amirs; cf. R. Dozy, Supplément
aux dictionnaires arabes [Leiden, 1881], 1:742.)
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was of no great importance within the civilian elite,”° their marriage connections
secured them the necessary local backing. Imad al-Din’s wife, for instance, was
the daughter of a prominent member of the Banti Qarnas, Mukhlis al-Din Ibrahim
(d. 648/1248), discussed below.

‘Imad al-Din’s predecessor, Hujjat al-Din Ibn Marajil (d. 617/1220),”" also did
not belong to one of the grand families. Nevertheless, his family, which was at
least described as “a renowned household in Hamah,” had a somewhat prominent
standing,”* particularly due to its holding of administrative positions. Hujjat al-
Din’s nephew, ‘Afif al-Din ‘Abd Allah, acted as envoy for the Ayyubid rulers of
the town.” Ishaq ibn ‘Ali Ibn Mardjil (d. after 658/1260) was secretary of the
chancellery under al-Malik al-Muzaffar II Mahmiid, before moving on to Cairo
where he held the same position.”* Members of the family also held administrative
posts in other Syrian towns, such as Damascus and Aleppo.”®

The dwindling grip of the indigenous elite on the Shafi‘i judgeship in the
third period, that is from the death of Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim II in 764,/1363
onwards, is evident in the much more varied background of those appointed to
the post. Most importantly, judges tended to be recruited from cosmopolitan
individuals who had, just like the judges in the first period of the judgeship,
hardly any connections to the town. A case in point is Najm al-Din ‘Umar ibn
al-Hijji (d. 830/1427). During his career Najm al-Din was secretary of the
chancellery in Egypt and judge in Damascus, Tripoli, and Hamah without being
linked to the local elite of the town.”® This trend of cosmopolitan candidates

70 Their father was a rather minor jurisprudent. Although Ibn Wasil describes him as “eminent in
scholarship and fatwas” (Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:87), biographical dictionaries refer to him only
briefly (e.g., al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 611-20:98).

71 Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:118-19, who refers to him as “Ibn Marahil.”

72 Al-Magqrizi, Al-Mugaffd, 6:359, in the biography of Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Mar3jil (d. 663/1264);
cf. also al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 661-70:155.

73 Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:128 and 141.

741bn al-‘Adim, Bughyat, 3:1489.

75 Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim Ibn Mar3jil (d. 703/1304) was secretary (in Hamah?) and held further
unspecified administrative posts (al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 21:234-35; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 3:131).
His father Shihab al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim had been secretary in different functions in Aleppo and
Damascus (al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 21:234-35). His son Taqi al-Din Sulayman ibn ‘Ali (d. 764/1363)
was employed in several diwans, held the trusteeship in the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, and
moved on to Egypt to become vizier (Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 2:254-55; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim,
11:18).

76 On him cf. al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 6:78; Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tabaqat, 4:122-27; Martel-Thoumian,
Civils, 61, 88, 96, 452. On his judgeship in Hamah: Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 2:23; 4:258, 2609,
and 311. The only traceable connections are marriage alliances that this family concluded with
the Egyptian al-Barizi branch (Martel-Thoumian, Civils, 367).
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was accompanied by a significantly enhanced turnover. The average length for
holding the judgeship now halved to under seven years, compared with more than
thirteen years in the preceding period of local dominance. There were still some
local scholars appointed to the post, such as Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Hamawi
(d. 776/1374-75).”” However, the example of the Barizi family—which could
retain some influence over the judgeship only because it became a cosmopolitan
family—shows that the period of the local scholars had definitely come to an end
by the mid-eighth/fourteenth century.”

THE NoN-SHAFI‘T JUDGESHIPS, KHATIBS, AND OTHER PosTS

The case of the Shafi‘i judgeship exemplifies the rise of the local civilian elite during
the Ayyubid period and its continuing influence well into the Mamluk Sultanate
until it lost its monopoly to candidates with a more cosmopolitan background.
A consideration of appointments to other judgeships presents nevertheless a
more complex picture. The Hanafi judgeship was established in Hamah during
the rule of the Mamluk sultan al-Malik al-Zahir Baybars (r. 658-76,/1260-77).
In the 660s/1260s Baybars introduced the ruling according to which—at least
theoretically—each madhhab was to be represented by a judge in the empire’s
major centers. With regard to the judgeships for the other two madhhabs, Hamah
followed the normal course of affairs in provincial Syrian towns that only
introduced them hesitantly:” both the first Maliki judge and the first Hanbali
judge in Hamah would be appointed only about a century after Baybars’ decree.

THE HANAFI, MALIKI, AND HANBALI JUDGESHIPS
The Hanafi judgeship (cf. fig. 4) was monopolized after its introduction® for

77 Al-Magqrizi, Kitab al-Sulitk li-Ma‘rifat Duwal al-Mulitk, ed. Muhammad Mustafé al-Ziyadah et al.
(Cairo, 1934-75), 3:1:243; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:190.

78 Sources for those judges in figure 1 who are not discussed in the present section are as follows:
no. 19: Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:244; no. 20: Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:216, Ibn Hajar, Al-
Durar, 3:417-18 (d. 764/1363 [sic]); no. 21: Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:473 and 504; no. 23:
Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:613 and 4:258; no. 26: Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tabaqat, 4:141-42; al-
Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 10:129-31; no. 27: al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 10:129-31 (biography of no. 26); no.
28: al-Nu‘aymi, Al-Daris fi Tarikh al-Madaris (Beirut, 1990), 1:249 (al-Madrasah al-Sarimiyah); no.
29: al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 10:24-25 (biography of no. 30).

7 Cf. Huda Lutfi, Al-Quds al-Mamliikiyya: A History of Mamliik Jerusalem Based on the Haram
Documents (Berlin, 1985), 192, for the case of Jerusalem where even the Hanafi judgeship was
introduced only in 784/1382. Al-Qalqashandi describes for his time the status quo that had
developed in the preceding periods: in Hamah judges for each madhhab, in addition to a Hanafi
qadi ‘askar, were nominated (al-Qalqashandi, Subh al-A‘shd fi Sina‘at al-Insh@ [Cairo, 1913-19],
4:238).

8 Halm, Ausbreitung, 227, mentions Najm al-Din al-Khalil ibn ‘Ali al-Hanafi (d. 641/1243) as an
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some eighty years by the Banii al-‘Adim. The Hamawian Banii al-‘Adim branch
retained its close links to Aleppo, where the Banii al-‘Adim were one of the most
influential families within the civilian elite. For example, the deputy of the Hanafi
judge Jamal al-Din ‘Abd Allah® was sent to Hamah from Aleppo by order of
the Aleppan Hanafi judge, Kamal al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Ibn al-‘Adim (fl.
738/1337-38).82 However, the period of the Banii al-‘Adim in the Hamawian
office had, parallel to the development of the Shafi‘i judgeship, a distinctive local
character. The first Hanafi judge in Hamah, Jamal al-Din Muhammad Ibn al-‘Adim
(d. 694/1295), not only settled in the town but became part of the local elite. He
was buried in his turbah in the cemetery in ‘Aqabah Naqirin, a village close to
Hamah where other Hamawian notables such as the Shafi‘i judge Jamal al-Din
Ibn Wasil had their turbahs built.® Furthermore, he was able to establish a kind
of indigenous Hamawian line of succession as his son and grandson, Najm al-Din
‘Umar (d. 734/1333)8* and Jamal al-Din ‘Abd Allah, held the post too. Izz al-Din
‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn al-‘Adim (d. 711/1311), the second Hanafi judge of the town,
was appointed as an outsider, but remained in the office for some forty years
and died in Hamah.® The local tradition established by the Banii al-‘Adim was
continued by Taqi al-Din Mahmid Ibn al-Hakim (d. 760/1359),% who belonged
to a Hamawian family that had a zawiyah in the town and a muhtasib among its
members.®” With Taqi al-Din’s death in 760,/1359 this local tradition came to an

earlier judge, but I was not able to find evidence for a judgeship for this individual in Hamah.
Sibt ibn al-Jawzi, Mir’at al-Zaman fi Tarikh al-A‘yan (Hyderabad, 1951-52), 8:2:743; Ibn al-‘Adim,
Bughyat, 7:3379-80; al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 641-50:76; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 13:397; al-Qurashi,
Al-Jawahir al-Mudiyah fi Tabaqat al-Hanafiyah (Hyderabad, n.d.), vol. 1, no. 596; al-Maqrizi, Al-
Mugqaffd, 3:769; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujiim, 6:348.

81 Abii al-Fida’, Al-Mukhtasar, 4:123, 136.

82 The deputy was Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn al-Muhajir (d. 739/1338-39). On him
cf. Abti al-Fida’, Al-Mukhtasar, 4:129; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 7:136-38; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:194-95.
His son Shams al-Din Muhammad (d. 794/1391-92) turned Shafi‘i and became judge in Hamah
for a period not further defined (Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 3:417-18).

8 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 691-700:227-28; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 4:263; al-Qurashi, Al-Jawahir, vol.
2, no. 300; Ibn Habib, Tadhkirah, 1:181; Eddé, Alep, 366f.

8 Abii al-Fida’, Al-Mukhtasar, 4:110; al-Qurashi, Al-Jawahir, vol. 1, no. 1098; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar,
3:265-66; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujim, 9:302.

8 Al-Dhahabi, Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 111; al-Qurashi, Al-Jawdhir, vol. 1, no. 857; Ibn Hajar, Al-
Durar, 2:492.

8 His shuhrah is sometimes given as “Ibn al-Hakam.” Abd al-Fida>, Al-Mukhtasar, 4:123, 136; Ibn
Hajar, Al-Durar, 5:105; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujim, 10:332.

8 For the zawiyah cf. the entry on Najm al-Din ‘Abd Allah Ibn al-Hakim (d. 678/1279) in al-
Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 671-80:305, and al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 17:583. The muhtasib was Sharaf al-Din
‘Abd al-Karim Ibn al-Hakim (d. 711/1311-12), cf. al-Dhahabi, Dhay! Tarikh al-Islam, 114, and Ibn
Hajar, Al-Durar, 3:15.
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end. For instance, Amin al-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Ahmad (d. 768/1367), one
of the subsequent judges, had no background in the town.® Thus, the role of the
local background in appointments to the Hanafi judgeship started to disappear,
similar to the Shafi‘i case, in the second half of the eighth/fourteenth century.

In this same period both the Maliki and the Hanbali judgeships were introduced.
It is striking that in both cases local scholars from the outset played hardly any
role, but that individuals with a cosmopolitan background dominated the list of
post holders. The first Maliki judge in Hamah (cf. fig. 5), Sharaf al-Din Isma‘il
al-Gharnati (d. 771/1369),* originated—as was typical for this madhhab—from
the western Islamic lands. This predominance of post holders originating from
the Maghrib or al-Andalus remained unchanged in the following decades: among
them were Jamal al-Din Muhammad al-Maghribi (d. 795/1392),*° Shams al-Din
Muhammad al-Maghribi (d. 840/1437),°' and, indirectly, Sharaf al-Din’s son
Nagir al-Din Muhammad (d. 828/1424).°? Equally important was Damascus, with
which the Maliki community of Hamah entertained close links, as illustrated by
Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Dimashgqi (d. 796/1394)% and ‘Alam al-Din Muhammad
ibn Nasir al-Din (d. 805/1402).°* The latter was deposed and reappointed some
ten times as judge in Damascus and filled some of the resulting intervals with
appointments to the judgeship of Hamah.

The same is valid for the Hanbali judgeship, which was introduced roughly in
the same period as the Maliki post. Its first holder, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Mardawi (d. 787/1385-86),° was born in Marda, a village close to Nablus which
produced a number of Hanbali scholars active in Syria and Egypt.* He moved first
to Damascus and then to Hamah, where he was appointed to the judgeship and

8 Tbn Hajar, Al-Durar, 3:37; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 11:92. A similar case of an outsider in the
Hanafi judgeship is Ahmad ibn Muhammad Ibn ‘Arab Shah (d. 854/1450), who held a number
of offices in Persia, Anatolia, Syria, and Egypt (J. Pedersen, “Ibn ‘Arabshah,” EF [CD-ROM]; Ibn
Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 15:549). Badr al-Din Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 868/1463)
descended from a Hamawian trader family and took for a while the Hanafi judgeship of the town,
but moved on to Cairo where he was also appointed to the judgeship (Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim,
16:326).

8 Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:406-7; Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 3:368.

% Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Inb@ al-Ghumr bi-Anb@ al-‘Umr, ed. Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mu‘d Khan
(Hyderabad, 1967-75), 3:186.

°1 Ibn Hajar, Inb@, 8:447; al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 10:26-27.

°2Tbn Hajar, Inb@, 8:91-92; al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 7:142.

% Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:359; idem, Inb@, 3:224; Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:527-28.

% Ibn Hajar, Inb@, 5:122-23; Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:516, 4:334.

% Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:179.

% In Damascus the Mardawiyiin cemetery was favored by the Hanafi milieu of the town (Pouzet,
Damas, 235).
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taught.®” He was followed by his brother Taqi al-Din ‘Abd Allah,* and among the
post holders of the following decades, such as ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali Ibn al-Maghli (d.
828/1424-25),% Shihab al-Din Ahmad Ibn al-Rassam (d. 844,/1441),'% Shihab al-
Din Ahmad al-‘Abbasi (d. 869/1464),'* his grandson Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al-Qadir, %2
and ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Kazariini (d. 895/1489-90),% rarely can any specific
link to Hamah be detected.

This salience of outsiders in the case of the Maliki and the Hanbali judgeships
cannot be directly linked to the shift from local to cosmopolitan post holders
that was evident in the Shafi‘i case and to some degree also in the Hanafi case.
Certainly, the introduction of the two former judgeships coincided with the period
when the local elite also lost control over the Shafi‘i and the Hanafi judgeships to
the benefit of individuals with a cosmopolitan background. However, the weak
role of local families in appointments to the Maliki and the Hanbali judgeships
can to a large degree be explained, as was the case in other towns,!** by the
quantitative weakness of these madhhabs in Hamah. Arguably a similar quantitative
weakness also explains the “importation” of the Hanafi Banii al-‘Adim judges from
Aleppo. These madhhabs’ weaknesses are apparent in the source material. The
biographical dictionary by al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, for instance, shows hardly
any entries for Hanafi, Maliki, and Hanbali scholars linked to Hamah until the
end of the seventh/thirteenth century. Similarly, madhhab-focused works, such as
al-Qurashi’s (d. 775/1373) biographical dictionary of Hanafi scholars Al-Jawahir
al-Mudiyah and Ibn Rajab’s (d. 795/1392) biographical dictionary of Hanbali
scholars Al-Dhayl ‘ald Tabaqat al-Hanabilah,'® are rather silent on Hamah.

Similarly, no Maliki or Hanbali madrasah is mentioned with regard to Hamah,
while the Hanafis were represented by two madrasahs, one founded by Niir al-
Din and the Madrasah al-Tawashiyah. However, the teaching staff in Niir al-Din’s
madrasah was to a large extent comprised of scholars from outside the town.
Shams al-Din Muhammad Ibn al-Abyad (d. 614/1217), for example, descended—

% Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:179.

% Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:140.

% Ibn Hajar, Inb@, 8:86-88; Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 4:262; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujim, 15:126-
28; al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 6:34-36.

100 Tbn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 4:262; al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’, 1:249.

101 Tbn al-‘Imad, Shadharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar Man Dhahab (Cairo, 1931-33), 7:309.

102 Thid.

103 Tbid., 357.

104 Cf, Petry, Civilian Elite, 315, for the example of Cairo, where many judges of the three “minority”
madhhabs (Hanafi, Maliki, and Hanbali), possibly most of them, were outsiders to the town.

195 Tbn Rajab, Al-Dhayl ‘ald Tabaqat al-Hanabilah, ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-‘Uthaymin (Riyadh,
2005).
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just like the Banii al-‘Adim—from an Aleppan Hanafi family. He had left Aleppo
owing to conflicts with the central figure of the town’s madhhab, Iftikhar al-Din al-
Hashimi, and taught in Hamah in 609/1212-13 but then returned to his teaching
post in Aleppo.'® Another teacher in this school was ‘Alam al-Din Qaysar (d.
649/1251),' who had to leave Egypt owing to misconduct in his administrative
post.'® The relatively weak stature of the madhhab in the town certainly contributed
to al-Malik al-Muzaffar II Mahmiid’s (r. 626-42/1229-44) decision to have this
madrasah destroyed in 630/1232-33 during fortification works. %

KHATIBS AND OTHER POsTS: THE RISE OF THE BANU AL-MUGHAYZIL

Turning to those positions that are less well-documented in the sources, i.e.,
khatibships and other civilian posts, a development similar to that illustrated
above for the Shafii and the Hanafi judgeships emerges: from the mid-sixth/
late twelfth century onwards the number of post holders rose distinctively; these
post holders were generally Shafi‘is and the majority belonged to the indigenous
civilian elite. The khatibship especially, throughout the various locations (see fig.
6 with sources), was dominated by members of grand Hamawian families. Among
these were names of families introduced previously such as the Banii al-Bahrani
and the Bani al-Barizi.

Another name emerging from the list are the Banii al-Mughayzil (cf. fig. 7), a
“grand household”!'® of the town whose members reappear frequently as khatibs,
especially in the central mosque of the upper town, the Great or Upper Mosque
(al-jami¢ al-kabir/al-a‘ld). The origins of this family are not clear, as they did not
attract the interest of the authors of contemporary chronicles or biographical
dictionaries. However, it is obvious that it was—or had recently become—an
indigenous Hamawian family by the mid-seventh/thirteenth century. Family
members rarely rose to prominence in other Syrian towns and focused their career
patterns typically on Hamah. The family’s head, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
Nasr Allah, was seemingly the muhtasib of the town, although he is only mentioned
in the biographies of his sons.!!! His sons started to rise to prominence in the late
Ayyubid and early Mamluk period and Badr al-Din ‘Abd al-Latif'!? (d. 690/1291),

196 On him cf. al-Mundhiri, Al-Takmilah li-Wafayat al-Naqgalah, ed. Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘riif, 4th
ed. (Beirut, 1988), 2:408-9; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffd, 7:495-96; Eddé, Alep, 369.

107 Tbn Wasil, Mufarrij, 5:343.

108 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 641-50:429-30.

109 Tbn Nazif, AI-Mansiiri, 80.

110 A]-Dhahabi, Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 229.

11 Cf, the entry on his son ‘Abd al-Ghuffar in al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 19:27.

112 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 681-90:418-19; al-Safadi, AI-Wafi, 19:117; Ibn Habib, Tadhkirah,
1:148.
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for instance, was nominated khatib in the Upper Mosque. His two sons Mu‘in al-
Din Abii Bakr!'® (d. 724/1324) and Baha’ al-Din ‘Abd al-Samad!** (d. 725/1325)
followed respectively. Further khatibs emanating from this family are Badr al-Din’s
grandson Salah al-Din Yasuf'® (d. 719/1319), who was attached to a place that
is not specified, and his nephew Zayn al-Din Muhammad (d. 699/1299)!!¢ in the
Lower Mosque (al-jami® al-asfal), the central mosque of the lower town. Together
with Badr al-Din’s three brothers, the family was able to fill religious posts and
offices in different branches of the town’s civil administration to an impressive
extent.

Taj al-Din Ahmad (d. 687/1288),!'” the eldest of the four brothers, became
the town’s shaykh al-shuyiikh, i.e., the head of the mystical milieu of the town
who represented its interests vis-a-vis the political elite. In general the shaykh al-
shuyiikh was chosen from the grand families of a town (in Aleppo, for instance, the
Banii al-‘Ajami and in Damascus the Banii Hamawayh)!!® because his influence
transcended the mystical milieu considerably. Taj al-Din was able to pass the post
on to his sons, which reflected also the active marriage policy of the al-Mughayzil
family: his son Nasir al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim!® (d. 707/1307) had been married
to a daughter of Taj al-Din’s predecessor in this post, Sharaf al-Din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
al-Ansari (d. 662/1263),'° the son of Ibn al-Raffa’, the town’s previous Shafi‘i
judge, who is mentioned above.

Two other brothers of Badr al-Din chose careers in the town’s civil
administration. Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Ghuffar'?* (d. 688/1289-90) became katib
al-darj, working for both al-Malik al-Manstir II Muhammad and his son al-Malik
al-Muzaffar III Mahmiid (d. 698/1299), and acquired sufficient wealth to set up

113 Al-Dhahabi, Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 229; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:478.

114 Al-Dhahabi, Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 229; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 2:477.

115 Al-Dhahabi, Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 167; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 29:339; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 5:245:
born 668.

116 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, 691-700:407 and 440; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi 8:124 (“Ahmad ibn
Muhammad”).

117 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 681-90:290-91; Ibn Habib, Tadhkirah, 1:119.

118 For Aleppo cf. Eddé, Alep, 427-28, and for Damascus cf. Pouzet, Damas, 213-14.

119 Tbn al-Mughayzil, Dhayl Mufarrij al-Kuriib, editor’s introduction, 20.

120 Abt al-Fida®’, Al-Mukhtasar, 3:215; al-Dhahabi, Tdrikh, vol. 661-70:101-4; al-Safadi, Al-
Wafi, 18:546-56. The political role of the shaykh al-shuyiikh in Hamah is clearly reflected in his
involvement in local and regional affairs: Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:273-74, 293, 303; 5:30, 69, 84,
94, 124, 307, 345, 383) as well as idem, “Mufarrij,” BN MS 1703, fols. 98v, 102r, 157r.

121 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 681-90:333; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 19:27; Ibn Habib, Tadhkirah,
1:124-25.

©2008 by Konrad Hirschler.
BY DOI: 10.6082/M1V69GRQ. (https://doi.org/10.6082/M1V69GRQ)

DOI of Vol. XII, no. 2: 10.6082/M11G0JB2. See https://doi.org/10.6082/C3Z8-5N48 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



MAMLUK STUDIES REVIEW VoL. 12, no. 2, 2008 117

several endowments. Sharaf al-Din ‘Abd al-Karim'?? (d. 697/1297) was appointed
assistant to the treasurer (wakil bayt al-mal). The administrative role of the family
was continued by two individuals mentioned above: Badr al-Din’s son Baha al-
Din ‘Abd al-Samad, who was the vizier of the town and Nasir al-Din’s son Niir al-
Din ‘Ali al-Muzaffari (d. 701/1301),'? the author of the supplement to Ibn Wasil’s
Mufarrij al-Kurib fi Akhbar Bani Ayyib, who was appointed as katib al-diwan in
682/1283-4. After the early eighth/fourteenth century no member of the Banii
al-Mughayzil held any further positions of importance in Hamah and this local
family ceased to play a prominent role.

LocAL ELiTE FAMILIES BEYOND FORMAL POSITIONS

Not all the grand families that emerged in Hamah during the late sixth/twelfth
century and flourished from the early seventh/thirteenth century onwards
necessarily occupied civilian posts in great number. However, the rise of these
families was also a consequence of the urban renaissance that provided a framework
for alternative ways to acquire a standing in the town. These alternatives were
based on the usage of cultural and/or economic capital. In comparison to the
families discussed hitherto, social capital in the sense of activating the networks
of the town’s civilian elite in order to acquire posts played only a secondary
role.'* A typical example of this are the Shafi‘i Banii Qarnas (cf. fig. 8 with
sources), a “renowned family,”!* which possessed its zawiyah'* and whose
members are called “grandee”’? or “notable”!?® of the town. A number of them
were renowned scholars, especially in the field of hadith, who never took any
formal positions, such as Safi al-Din Ahmad (b. 510/1117), Muhammad ibn Hibat
Allah (d. 637/1239), Sharaf al-Din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (d. 654/1256-57), Nasir al-Din
Muhammad (d. 662/1264), Muwaffaq al-Din Muhammad (fl. 678/1279-80),
and Shihab al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim (d. 700/1300-1). Only a few members held
religious/civilian posts, such as Mukhlis al-Din Isma‘il (d. 659/1261), a teacher

122 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 691-700:331-32; Ibn Habib, Tadhkirah, 1:208-9.

128 For details on his career cf. his Dhayl Mufarrij al-Kuriib, passim. Fig. 7 includes also Sayf
al-Din ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Latif (d. 690/1291), who died at a young age (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
681-90:427).

124 On these different forms of capital cf. Pierre Bourdieu, “The Forms of Capital,” in Handbook
for Theory and Research for the Sociology of Education, ed. J. G. Richardson (New York, 1986),
241-58.

125 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 651-60:171; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 9:182.

126 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 671-80:385.

1271bid., vol. 631-40:348-49 on Muhammad ibn Hibat Allah (d. 637/1239): “kabir baladihi.”

128 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 671-80:133 on Jamal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi ‘Ali (d. 673/1274):
“min a‘yan baladihi.”
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both in the “Jami‘ Hamah” and the Madrasah al-Mukhlisiyah, and Fath al-Din (d.
730/1329-30), who held the trusteeship (nazr) in the central mosque of Hamah.

The main exception to the family’s focus on scholarly activities was Mukhlis al-
Din Ibrahim (d. 648/1248), the founder of the Madrasah al-Mukhlisiyah. He later
played an active political role in Homs, which started in a somewhat unfortunate
manner as he was imprisoned by the town’s ruler al-Malik al-Mujahid Asad al-Din
(r. 581-637/1186-1240). The imprisonment of both him and other members of
the Banii Qarnas was a consequence of the aborted ruse by Sayf al-Din ‘Ali al-
Hadhabani, the strongman of Hamah under al-Malik al-Muzaffar II Mahmid. Al-
Hadhabani undertook with a number of Hamawian notables a feigned flight from
Hamah to Homs on the pretence of seeking the support of Asad al-Din. Asad al-Din
saw through the stratagem and imprisoned al-Hadhabani and his companions on
the spot.!? Nevertheless, Mukhlis al-Din was more fortunate than al-Hadhabani
and a number of notables who perished in captivity. Released by Asad al-Din’s
successor, al-Malik al-Mansiir Ibrahim (r. 637-44/1240-46), he made a career in
the town’s administration. He became vizier and de facto regent of al-Manstir’s
son, al-Malik al-Ashraf Miisa (r. 644-62/1246-63).'*

The Banii Qarnas did not base their role within the civilian elite exclusively on
intensive scholarly activities, i.e., the activation of cultural capital, and occasional
political involvement. Rather, they are a typical example of the families who also
profited from the economic development of the town from the late sixth/twelfth
century onwards. Jamal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 673/1274), for instance, was
only described as a “notable of his town” because he had an outstanding fortune
at his disposal.’®! Owing to this wealth of the family, Zayn al-Din Isma‘il (d.
between 635/1238 and 642/1244), one of the town’s grand estate owners, played
a central role in the conflict between the town’s landed elite and its ruler al-Malik
al-Nasir Qilij Arslan. When the latter came to power in 617/1221 he obliged the
inhabitants of Hamah to buy overpriced wheat. Zayn al-Din refused and fled to
Egypt and al-Nasir had his house destroyed and his estates confiscated. Seemingly
his family had, owing to weak integration into the town’s administration,
insufficient standing to settle the affair through local mechanisms of conflict
resolution. Zayn al-Din was only able to recover his estates when al-Malik al-
Kamil of Egypt enthroned his candidate in the town, al-Nasir’s brother al-Malik
al-Muzaffar I Mahmiid. However, after al-Kamil’s death in 635/1238 Zayn al-Din

129 Tbn Wasil, Mufarrij, 5:222-27.

1% Tbid., 5:371-72. On his regency cf. Konrad Hirschler, “‘He is a child and this land is a borderland
of Islam’: Under-Age Rule and the Quest for Political Stability in the Ayyiibid Period,” Al-Masag:
Islam and the Medieval Mediterranean 19 (2007): 29-46.

131 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 671-80:133.
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was imprisoned, where he died.'*?

A second example of a grand family of the town that did not hold civilian
posts in considerable number is the Banti Rawahah (cf. fig. 9),'** who gained in
strength starting in the mid-sixth/twelfth century. This family originated from
Hamah, but its members appear in a number of different Syrian and Egyptian
towns. They display a focus on scholarship mixed with some commercial activities
and involvement in administrative posts comparable to the profile of the Banii
Qarnas. The family started to rise to prominence with ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Husayn
ibn Rawahah (d. 561/1165), the renowned khatib of Hamah.!** His son Jamal
al-Din al-Husayn (d. 585/1189-90) left the town for Damascus and Egypt where
he studied hadith, was imprisoned for an extended period in Sicily, and finally
died a martyr below the walls of Frankish Acre.!* Jamal al-Din’s sons, ‘Izz al-Din
‘Abd Allah (d. 646,/1248)'* and Nafis al-Din Muhammad (d. 642/1245),'*” both
dwelled in Hamah and were hadith scholars who were renowned well beyond the
confines of their hometown. Nafis al-Din’s daughter Fatimah (d. 716/1316-17),
who played a crucial role among the town’s hadith scholars, subsequently continued
this tradition of hadith scholarship.'*® Jamal al-Din’s brother Muhammad (d.
631/1233)'* and their nephew Zaki al-Din Hibat Allah (d. 622/1225) exemplify
the trading activities of the family.!*° Both seem to have left Hamah and were
active in Aleppo and Damascus where Zaki al-Din endowed madrasahs.!* Mainly
remembered for holding civil posts are Niir al-Din Ahmad (d. 712/1312), katib
al-insh@ in Tripoli, who only returned to Hamah shortly before his death,!** and
Zayn al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 722/1322-3), secretary in the Upper Egyptian

132 Tbn Nazif, Al-Mansiiri, 49; Ibn al-‘Adim, Bughyat, 4:1609-12.

133 Not mentioned in this section on the family is Sharaf al-Din Muhammad (d. 729/1329 in Cairo)
(al-Magqrizi, Al-Mugqaffd, 6:523).

134 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 561-70:79; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 17:142-44; Sibt ibn al-Jawzi, Mirat al-
Zaman, 8:1:263; Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinat Dimashq (Damascus edition), 33:185.

135 Yaqiit al-Hamawi, Mu‘jam al-Udab@: Irshad al-Arib ild Ma‘rifat al-Adib, ed. Thsan ‘Abbas (Beirut,
1993), 3:1087-90; al-Mundhiri, al-Takmilah, 1:116; Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 2:300-2; al-Dhahabi,
Tarikh, vol. 581-90:214-15; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 12:413-14; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffd, 3:517-20.

136 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 641-50:314-15; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 17:144-45; al-Magqrizi, AI-Muqaffd,
4:392; Eddé, Alep, 384.

137 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 641-50:137; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffd, 5:584.

138 Al-Dhahabi, Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 145.

139 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 631-40:77.

140 Ibid., vol. 621-30:138-39.

141 Cf. al-Nu‘aymi, Daris, 1:199-207 for the Madrasah al-Rawahiyah in Damascus.

142 Al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 6:56-57; Ibn Hajar, Al-Durar, 1:176.
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town of Asyiit.'*

From the sixth/twelfth century onwards, the Banti Qarnas and especially the
Banii Rawahah rose beyond the confines of the town to a considerably larger extent
than the families discussed above. Focusing on scholarly and trading activities
they had to seek contacts in the Egyptian and Syrian lands. A middle-sized town
such as Hamah did not offer the family members sufficient opportunity to pursue
their careers. As these families did not seek civilian posts—or were not able to
attain them—they chose the more promising cosmopolitan outlook. Nevertheless,
they were firmly grounded in the town that offered, owing to its cultural and
economic development, ample resources from which they could draw. In this
sense they complete the picture of the town’s local elite during the Ayyubid and
Mamluk periods.

CONCLUSION

Two principal points emerge from the analysis of the Hamawian civilian elite in
comparison with the development of the civilian elite in other towns during the
period: the importance of the household in structuring the civilian elite and the
ability of the Hamawian families to close their social universe to outsiders until
the mid-eighth/fourteenth century.

Starting with Lapidus, the household has been increasingly defined as the basic
unit for exercising power during the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods. !** Chamberlain
in particular has stressed the household’s role in the post-Saljuq states, which
were characterized by a low number of state agencies and autonomous corporate
or religious bodies in both rural regions and urban centers.* Military and civilian
households alike took charge of most of the administrative functions that were
still hardly specialized and often applied on an ad-hoc basis. The Hamawian
civilian elite discussed in this article was, similar to that in the region’s large
cities, structured according to such households. Only those functions that were
at the very core of political power, such as the vizierate, were generally beyond
the reach of these households.!* The Hamawian families tended to some kind of

143 Al-Dhahabi, Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 201-2; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 18:145-46.

144 Ira Marvin Lapidus, Muslim Cities in the Later Middle Ages (Cambridge, MA, 1967).

145 Chamberlain, Knowledge, and idem, “The Crusader Era and the Ayyiibid Dynasty,” in Cambridge
History of Egypt, 211-41.

146 Viziers in Hamah who were not attached to the grand families of the town include for
example: Shihab al-Din As‘ad ibn Yahyéa (d. 614/1217) (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 621-30:101-2
and 183-84; al-Safadi, Al-Wafi, 9:32-34); ‘Ala’> al-Din ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (d. 674/1275) (al-
Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 671-80:164); Abii al-Hasan al-Halabi, vizier under al-Malik al-Mansir II
Muhammad (d. 683/1284) (al-Yinini, Dhayl Mirdt al-Zaman, 3:147-48); Safi al-Din Nasr Allah
ibn Muhammad (d. 683/1284) (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 681-90:173 and al-Yiinini, Dhayl Mirat
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division of labor: the judgeship was largely the domain of the Banti al-Bahrani,
Wasil, and al-Barizi; the Bant al-Mughayzil played a salient role in the khatibship;
administrative posts that went to the grand families were dominated by the Banii
al-Mughayzil and al-Barizi; and finally the Banii Qarnas and Rawahah were main
actors in the transmission of knowledge.

It is not evident how these families put this division of labor into practice or,
in other words, in which ways or by what means they conducted the struggle
over posts and influence. The only indicators available to us are appointments
to the judgeship. It has been shown above that the turnover in the post was
relatively low during the period of the local elite. Also of relevance is whether
new judges were appointed upon the death of the previous post holder or whether
their predecessor was deposed. Between 617/1220 and 764/1363, i.e., the period
of the local elite, the large majority of judges died in office and deposition was a
rather rare occurrence. These two characteristics of appointments to the judgeship
indicate that, compared with a town such as Damascus, the division of labor
among the grand households secured a larger degree of social stability within the
civilian elite.'*” Thus, we encounter in Hamah the household as the typical basic
unit of social organization, but the tight networks of this middle-sized town seem
to have prevented social strife to a considerable extent.

The second point emerging from the comparison of Hamah with other cities
was the ability of the Hamawian families to close their social universe to outsiders
during the period of the local elite. Studies of Cairo and Damascus have shown
that scholars from outside the respective town played a considerable role within
the civilian elites.’*® Yet in Hamah cosmopolitans ceased to take a prominent
position within the social fabric during the hegemony of the town’s households
in the local period. One explanation for the salience of local scholars is that a
post in such a minor town was simply not prestigious enough for cosmopolitan
scholars, especially those of greater standing. The case of the aforementioned
judge Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Ansari, who later moved on to Egypt, shows that
the judgeship of Hamah was not necessarily perceived as the climax of one’s

al-Zaman, 4:238); Diya’ al-Din Muhammad ibn Muhammad (d. 696/1297) (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh,
vol. 691-700:310-11).

147 On the fitnah among the civilian households in Damascus cf. Chamberlain, Knowledge. In Hamah
in the above-mentioned period Shafi‘i judges died in office on eight occasions (nos. 7a, 9a, 10, 12,
14, 15, 16, and 17 in fig. 1) and were deposed on three occasions (nos. 9, 11, and 13 in fig. 1).
148 Joan E. Gilbert, “The ‘Ulama’ of Medieval Damascus and the International World of Islamic
Scholarship” (Ph.D. diss., University of California, Berkeley, 1977), 40-42, estimates that about
50% of the senior religious scholars up to 1260 were outsiders. Petry, Civilian Elite, 313, shows for
the case of Cairo that especially the jurist scholars were recruited from a wide variety of regional
backgrounds.

©2008 by Konrad Hirschler.
BY DOI: 10.6082/M1V69GRQ. (https://doi.org/10.6082/M1V69GRQ)

DOI of Vol. XII, no. 2: 10.6082/M11G0JB2. See https://doi.org/10.6082/C3Z8-5N48 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



122 Konrap HirscHLER, THE FORMATION OF THE CIVILIAN ELITE IN THE SYRIAN PROVINCE

career. His successor al-Qasim Ibn al-Shahraziiri was even criticized for “lack
of ambition” for taking up a post in such a minor town.'* Like the renowned
Damascene scholar Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam (d. 660/1262), who refused the invitation
of al-Malik al-Nasir (d. 656/1258) of al-Karak to join him at his court somewhat
indignantly with the words “Your lands are too small for my knowledge” and
moved on to Egypt,'® many scholars from inside and outside the town preferred
not to continue their careers in the province.'® Whenever scholars of greater
standing came to reside in the town for a longer period, they were mostly scholars
of the rational sciences. These scholars found a particularly receptive climate for
pursuing their careers in the town during the seventh/thirteenth century. '
However, while the comparatively low reputation of Hamah might have
facilitated the control of the town’s posts by the local elite, this did not entirely
exclude outside scholars, who played a role before and after this local period.
In order to understand the local elite’s capacity to dominate the distribution
of the town’s positions a further characteristic of Hamah is of relevance: its
prolonged status as a semi-autonomous principality, first within the Ayyubid
family confederation and subsequently within the Mamluk Empire. The local elite
flourished some decades after the town’s first Ayyubid ruler al-Malik al-Muzaffar
I ‘Umar came to power in 574/1178. The economic ascent of the region, which
was a prerequisite for the development of the local elite, took a decisively local
turn with the consolidation of the town’s autonomy. It was the following period of
some 150 years of nearly uninterrupted autonomy that offered the local elite the
political framework necessary for its development. The end of this local period
followed the political development again with some delay: after the absorption
of the Hamawian principality within the Mamluk Empire in the 730s/1330s, it
took further decades until the dominance of the local elite on the town’s posts
was weakened. The local families either changed their profile to a cosmopolitan

1499 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 591-600:408.

150 Al-Subki, Tabaqat al-Shdfi‘iyah al-Kubrd, ed. Muhammad al-Tandhi and ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Hilw
(Cairo, 1964-76), 8:210.

151 A typical example of this is Taqi al-Din Muhammad al-‘Amiri al-Hamawi (d. 680,/1281) who
excelled in his hometown at the age of 18 years, was appointed professor in the Ashrafiyah in
Damascus, and finally as chief judge in Cairo (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 671-80:365-67; al-Safadi,
Al-Wafi, 3:18-19).

152 On rational scholars in Hamah (and al-Karak) cf. Hirschler, Historiography, 59-60. Typical
examples of such scholars are ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn al-Hasan al-Andalusi (d. 637/1239-40), an
Andalusian scholar of rational sciences who, although criticized for his beliefs, stayed in Hamah
with the Banii al-Barizi (al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol. 631-40:336-37; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 6:317)
and the above-mentioned Sayf al-Din al-Amidi, the first teacher in the Madrasah al-Mansiriyah.
Al-Amidi was a theologian with a brilliant reputation in the rational sciences who had to flee
Egypt due to accusations of heresy (Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 4:78 and 80).
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outlook during this gradual weakening of their position or they disappeared from
the social fabric of the town, which came to be dominated by the trans-regional

Mamluk civilian elite.
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1 559-67 Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Ansari

2 550s/60s Ibn al-Shahraziiri, Diya’ al-Din al-Qasim (1)
3 571-? Ibn al-Bahrani, Ahmad ibn Mudrak

4 ?-587 Ibn al-Bahrani, Amin al-Dawlah/Din al-Husayn
5 ?-598 Ibn Abi ‘Asriin, Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim (1)
2a 599 Ibn al-Shahraziiri, Diya’ al-Din al-Qasim (2)
6 599-ca. 600 Ibn al-Raffa’, Zayn al-Din Muhammad

5a ca. 600-16 Ibn Abi ‘Asriin, Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim (2)
7 616 Ibn Margjil Hujjat al-Din (1)

8 616 Ibn Wasil, Salim

7a 616-17 Ibn Margjil Hujjat al-Din (2)

) 617-22 ‘Imad al-Din Abi al-Qasim (1)

10 622-42 Ibn Abi al-Dam, Shihab al-Din Ibrahim

11 642-52 Ibn al-Bahrani, Muhyi al-Din Hamzah

Oa 652 ‘Imad al-Din Abi al-Qasim (2)

12 652-69 Ibn al-Barizi, Shams al-Din Ibrahim I

13 669-late 670s | Ibn al-Barizi, Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim I
14 late 670s—-697 | Ibn Wasil, Jamal al-Din Muhammad

15 697-99 Ibn al-Bahrani, Muwaffaq al-Din Muhammad
16 699-738 Ibn al-Barizi, Sharaf al-Din Hibat Allah I

17 738-64 Ibn al-Barizi, Najm al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahim II
18 760s/770s Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Hamawi

19 780s Nasir al-Din, Muhammad ibn Muhammad
25a/22b ?-789 Ibn al-Barizi, Nasir al-Din Muhammad I or II
20 789-? Shams al-Din Muhammad, Ibn Muhajir

21 795-96 ‘Ala> al-Din ibn Makki al-Hamawi (1)

22 796-99 Ibn al-Barizi, Nasir al-Din Muhammad II (1)
23 799 Badr al-Din ibn al-Ma‘arri

22a 799-? Ibn al-Barizi, Nasir al-Din Muhammad II (2)
21a ?-804 ‘Ala> al-Din ibn Makki al-Hamawi (2)

24 804-5 Ibn al-Hijji, Najm al-Din ‘Umar

25 early 9th c. Ibn al-Barizi, Nasir al-Din Muhammad I

26 ca. 815-26 Ibn Khatib al-Dahshah, Mahmiid

27 826-? al-Zayn ibn al-Kharazi (1)

28 829-30 Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Khatib Qara
29 ?-842 al-Shihab al-Zuhri

30 842—ca. 857 Ibn al-Barizi, Sadr al-Din Muhammad

27a ca. 857-? al-Zayn ibn al-Kharazi (2)

31 late 9th c. Ibn al-Barizi, Siraj al-Din ‘Umar

Fig. 1. Shafi‘i Judges in Hamah
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Name Born Died Main Source(s)

Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
581-90:265, 290-91; Ibn

Amin al-Dawlah/Din ’ 587/ iy oo, @t
al-Husayn ibn Hamzah |° 1191 Y]\)IES;II’ ﬁlx;l:nﬁdgogz a71, Sibt
Zaman, 8:1:412
27 | Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol
Ahmad ibn Mudrak ? or 591/ 591-600:56-57; Ibn al-
1195 Adim, Bughyat, 3:1127-28
Safiyat bint ‘Abd al- ” 646/ 2}13 }é?)}}g?g_ﬁir?ﬁ%n‘]d'
Wahhab ibn ‘Ali ' 1248 ’ ’

Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 4:361
654/ Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
1256 | 651-60:174

663/ Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.

? 1264- | 661-70:144-45; al-Yiinini,
65 Dhayl Mir'dt al-Zaman, 2:326

‘Umar ibn Muhammad |?

Mubhyi al-Din Hamzah
ibn Muhammad

Muwaffaq al-Din Naba/ | 577/

Muhammad ibn Sa‘d 1181— 665/ Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.

1267 661-70:208

Allah 82
Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al- |92/ | 688/ | Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
Wahhab ibn Hamzah o5 1289 681-90:334-35
Mibammod bn |02 09/ | 6o 00 46 57, . afact,
Muhammad Al-Wafi, 1:284-85

_ ) s 642/ I
Jamal al-Din Isma‘il 1244— |2 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
ibn Muhammad 45 ' 641-50:148
‘Abd Allzh ibn ¢ 645/ i, Tari

ah ibn ‘Abd al- 1247— |2 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.

Wahhab 48 ' 641-50:304

Fig. 2. Bani al-Bahrani
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after 658 Ibn al-‘Adim, Jamal al-Din Muhammad

ca. 671-711 Ibn al-‘Adim, ‘Izz al-Din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
711-21 ?

721-34 Ibn al-‘Adim, Najm al-Din ‘Umar

?-738 Ibn al-Hakim, Taqi al-Din Mahmid (1)
738-42 Ibn al-‘Adim, Jamal al-Din ‘Abd Allah
742-60 Ibn al-Hakim, Taqi al-Din Mahmiid (2)
760-62 Amin al-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Ahmad (1)
762-63 ?

763-68 Amin al-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Ahmad (2)
early 9th century | Ibn ‘Arab Shah, Ahmad

mid-9th century | Badr al-Din Hasan ibn Muhammad

Fig. 4. Hanafi Judges in Hamah

760s—ca. 770 Sharaf al-Din Isma‘il al-Gharnati

ca. 770-76 Nasir al-Din Muhammad al-Gharnati

776-84 Jamal al-Din Muhammad al-Maghribi
784-89 Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Dimashqi

790s ‘Alam al-Din Muhammad Ibn Nasir al-Din (1)
796 ‘Alam al-Din Muhammad Ibn Nasir al-Din (2)
early 9th century | Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Maghribi

Fig. 5. Maliki Judges in Hamah
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ibn Isma‘il

Name Born Died Main Source(s)
Safi al-Din Ahmad ibn Ibn al-‘Adim, Bughyat,
v 0 ')
Hibat Allah 51071117 ' 3:1204-6
mentioned in Ibn al-‘Adim

. - . c) c) )
Hibat Allah ibn Ahmad | ? ? Bughyat, 3:1205
Zayn al-Din Isma‘il ibn |, 635-42/ Ibn al-‘Adim, Bughyat,
Ibrahim ' 1238-44 4:1609-12
Muhammad ibn Hibat

o 556/1161 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.

Allah ibn Ahmad 637/1239 631-40:348-49
Mukhlis al-Din Ibrahim |, 648/1248 | Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij, 5:371-72

Sharaf al-Din ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman

588/1191-92
)

654/1256-57

Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
651-60:170-71; al-Safadi,
ALl-Wafi, 18:519; al-Yiinini,
Dhayl Mir’at al-Zaman,
1:19-21

Mukhlis al-Din Isma‘il

Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
651-60:385-86; al-Safadi, Al-
Wafi, 9:182; al-Yiinini, Dhayl

ibn ‘Umar 602/1205-6 |659/1261 Mirat al-Zaman, 2:127/8;
Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujiim,
7:202; Ibn al-‘Adim, Bughyat,
4:1721/2
Nasir al-Din o =
Muhammad b. 613/1216-7 |662/1264 | - vunini, Dhayl Mirat al-
Zaman, 2:307-8
Muhammad
Jamal al-Din ‘Abd al- Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
-) ) ¢l
Rahman ibn Abi ‘Ali ' 673/1274 671-80:133
Muwaffaq al-Din 604/1208 fl. 678/ Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali 1279-80 671-80:385
Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh, vol.
o] = _ - C _ ) el
;};Lhii'l’ ;‘)IHD;I;( ‘L:_l]]’)d a1 627/1229-30( 700/1300-1 | 691-700:481; al-Maqrizi, AL-
- 4 Mugaffd, 6:366
o mim AL
Fath al-Din ? 730/1320-30 | AP0 alFid’, AbMukhtasar,

4:100

Fig. 8. Banu Qarnas
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‘Abd al-Rahman*
Nir al-Din Ahmad
d. 712/1312
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d. 622/1225
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