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February 16, 2017 I met with a patron who asked:

 The Library owns copies of publications by Edred Thorsson, aka Stephen 

Flowers, whose writings reflect Nazi propaganda. How would non-specialists 

know that? Why would the Library purchase these materials?

 Purchased by Sem Sutter at request of Stephanie von Schnurbein, who was 

a Wigeland-funded faculty member working on Norse neo-paganism and 

connections to right wing politics

Patron Concern



Books by Stephen Flowers in the Library





(From presentation to colleagues on 3/20/17)

 12/5/16 “disturbing Nazi imagery were found and immediately removed from multiple 
buildings on our campus” (email from Provost Diermeier)

 2/10/17 “Over the course of the past week, a number of postcards promoting Identity Evropa-
-which has been described in the media as a white nationalist group--have been found 
throughout Regenstein Library.” (email from Brenda Johnson)
 Found at 7 locations on or near campus and group is known for distributing at campuses nationally

 2/20/17 Hyde Park JCC evacuated in response to a bomb threat, 1 of 11 made nationwide 
that same day.

 3/9/17 “there was an incident on campus involving the placement of posters with disturbing 
and intimidating messages, which caused damage to University property.” (email from 
Provost Diermeier)

Incidents on Campus since 11/2016 



 The Anti-Defamation League reports that “white supremacists are engaged in unprecedented 
outreach efforts on American college campuses.” 107 reported white supremacist flierings on 
campuses since the start of the academic year, 65 since January. 
 Racist fliers and posters have been reported on campuses in 25 states. Schools in California and Texas 

have seen the most activity. 
https://www.adl.org/blog/white-supremacists-on-campus-unprecedented-recruitment-efforts-
underway?_ga=1.222407320.2081650680.1487797401

 “Identity Evropa is responsible for at least eight of the flier distributions at campuses, although 
it claims to have placed its fliers at almost 30 universities around the country.” On its website, 
Identity Evropa calls its targeting of college campuses “Project Siege,” and wants to reach 
students by co-opting mainstream issues such as gun control, free speech, and small 
government and telling students that these issues “are all parts of white American culture not 
shared by the rest of the world.” 

https://www.adl.org/blog/alt-right-groups-target-campuses-with-fliers?_ga=1.152232506.2081650680.1487797401

 100 bomb threats to 80 JCCs nationwide.
 One suspect charged in connection to 8 threats

Incidents on Campuses Nationwide (as of 3/13/16)

https://www.adl.org/blog/white-supremacists-on-campus-unprecedented-recruitment-efforts-underway?_ga=1.222407320.2081650680.1487797401
https://www.adl.org/blog/alt-right-groups-target-campuses-with-fliers?_ga=1.152232506.2081650680.1487797401


 “Fliers allow them to not only recruit but get public attention,” Mr. Greenblatt 

[the chief executive of the Anti-Defamation League] said, adding, “it’s not only 

part of the way they can identify sympathizers but terrorize marginalized 

communities.”  

 (Tamara Best. “White Supremacists Step Up Recruiting on Campus, Report Says.” The 

New York Times 6 March, 2017. Web 6 March 2017.)

 Faculty, students, and staff among my communities have voiced concerns for 

both the presence of sympathizers and the impact of such events on their 

emotional, mental and physical well-being

 Richard Spencer (MAPH ’03) “one of the country’s most successful young white 

nationalist leaders” SPLC Report

Concerns

https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/03/06/us/hate-groups-campus-recruiting.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur&referer=http://m.facebook.com
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/individual/richard-bertrand-spencer-0


 Highlighting presence of hate speech materials in collection in workshops and tours
 Function of Research library, distinguishing between primary/secondary, ethical dilemma selections 

 Exhibits, e.g., highlighting work by historically marginalized or oppressed groups; censored 
Jewish books

 Collaborating with faculty and students to offer workshops, talks, panel discussions on 
relevant topics (e.g. Anti-Semitism 101; Teaching Fascism; Mechanics of fake news)

 Purchasing materials to support marginalized, diverse groups
 Balancing scope of materials

 Flagging publishers and authors known for disseminating hate speech to insure that we 
known what we’re buying

 Libguides, “pop-up” exhibits (e.g., hate speech) 

 Subject headings

 Public doc on inclusion, safe space (harassment free); Library mission statement of vision 
and values, fostering scholarly environment

 Locate in Mansueto

 How to direct students when they have questions about nature of materials

Possible responses







“Organized Labor in Chicago and 
Beyond,” May 1-June 1, 2017 





Thank you!

Questions?


